Ozarka College
Adult Education Advisory Committee

November 17, 2011
11:00 a.m.
Room C118 

Members present included James Miller, Leland Jackson, Jackie Heck, and Ann Moser.  Also in attendance were Wayne Wilson, Sandra Miller, Trish Miller, Debbie Yancey, Kendall Morrison and Mike DeLong.
Minutes from the last advisory committee meeting were distributed along with the agenda, committee member list, and budget pages for this year.

Discussion began with the possibility of restructuring the Adult Education programs across the state.  There are several proposals now reflecting different scenarios.  It is unsure at this point what direction this is going but the state would like to have this in place by next fiscal year.  The administrators will petition to hold off for another year. 

Another concern remains the great number of 16 and 17 year olds that we serve.   Many centers do not take these students or limit the number.   We do not turn anyone away unless they do not provide proper documentation needed.  

In Arkansas, approximately 25% of the citizens do not have a high school diploma.  Some, however, are not capable of obtaining a GED and a new venue for those students needs to be addressed.   We feel everyone in our area needs the GED and vocational training that we might be able to provide.
Of the 8000 students in Arkansas that obtained their GED, 7500 will further their education.

We have maintained our effective and efficiency status with at least an 80% which is the minimum that we have to obtain. 

Sandra reported that beginning in 2014 the GED test will be given on the computer with pencil and paper testing given only for special accommodations.  She is pursuing getting Pierson View accredited.   Ozarka has the facilities to administer the GED.  The only equipment needed will be a camera and signature pad.  The test itself will change from a five part test to a four part test and will be graded as soon as the student completes.  Based on a common core score, the student will be awarded either a college level or career readiness diploma.  It is proposed that centers will start charging for the test with $120 being the estimated cost.  We feel that this will definitely lower our numbers.   Ann Moser informed us that NADC would possible pay for a foster child’s fee for the test.
So far this year, 177 have taken the GED test with 140 passing.  Eighteen students have qualified for the Horizon Scholarship.

The meeting adjourned at noon and lunch was served by Culinary Arts.

