Ozarka College
Adult Education Advisory Committee

November 10, 2009
5:00 p.m.
Culinary Arts Dining Room

Room 515 

The Adult Education Advisory Committee met at 5:00 p.m. in the Culinary Arts Dining Room for hors d'oeuvres.   This preliminary time of fellowship included all of Ozarka's advisory committees.  Dr. Richard Dawe and Dr. Mike DeLong spoke to all members emphasizing the importance of their participation.
The Adult Education Advisory Committee moved to Room 515 in the Adult Education Building for their business meeting.  Members present included Alan Sherrell, James Miller, Gerald Cooper, and Ann Moser.  Also in attendance were Wayne Wilson, Sandra Miller, Trish Miller, and Debbie Yancey.
Wayne Wilson welcomed all in attendance and thanked them for taking the time to be a part of the committee.

Adult Education's funding sources were reviewed with explanations of how the current funding formula has impacted our center.
Sandra Miller passed out a statistics sheet that she received from the AACAE Legislative Committee. Among the many statistics listed, Arkansas maintained a GED pass rate of 85% which is well above the national average of 74%.  Ozarka's present pass rate is around 74% and we hope to get that increased before the year is over.
Because of the increasing number of 16 & 17 year olds served by Adult Education, discussion of home schooling revealed that its effectiveness seems to differ based on geographic location.
Everyone received Ozarka's Effective and Efficient report from 07-08.  We obtained a 105% which is well above the 80% needed.  We should be getting our report from 08-09 soon and anticipate another good report.

Wayne applied for Special Project monies last year.   The monies granted were used for English as a Second Language classes and additional correctional classes.

There is a new state wide Adult Education marketing campaign, Learn More, Earn More, that has been launched recently.  It should soon be available on local television and radio stations throughout Arkansas.   

In April, the top 25 GED graduates in Arkansas will be recognized in Little Rock.  We hope to have someone from our program in that number.  

Ozarka had 159 to obtain their GED in 08-09 which is consistent with past years.  Graduation is May 13, 2010.  There are usually about 40 that attend graduation.  We have a reception for our graduates and their families in the Adult Education Building after the ceremony.  Response has been positive.
Gerald Cooper commended Ozarka's program and those who work here for the great job they do.

Coffee travel mugs were passed out and the meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
