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	A
	B
	C
	D/ F

	Topic
Thesis
Audience


	Thesis is clearly stated and interesting--author appears to have made an effort to choose a topic that a college reader in this field would want to read about.  Uses intro/concl. to relate thesis to audience.
	Interesting topic, but author needs to think more about what the audience needs to know.  There may be some slight trouble with introduction and/or conclusion (usually with thesis).
	"Too narrow" means the thesis could have been completely covered in fewer pages than the assignment required.   "Too broad" means the author would have to write more than max# of pages to cover EVERYTHING the thesis mentions.  
	May have a topic instead of a thesis.  The thesis may be unclear, too obvious, or too difficult to support with reliable research.  The thesis may be so straightforward that only one source would be sufficient to document it.  Author does not seem to care about resolution of thesis.

	Support



	Insightfully and logically addresses the topic.  All claims backed with various, relevant, reliable, current sources.  Each ¶ covers one main idea and fully answers any questions a college-level reader may have about that thesis
	College-level readers will feel most questions are answered within the essay, but a few sentences need further evidence/research in order to make the concl. seem inevitable.  Most claims are backed with various, relevant, reliable sources.  May be a few minor errors in method or logic.  
	Paragraphs have some good ideas but need more evidence based on research OR need sentences that relate to the thesis. Some evidence may be too briefly stated or should be attributed more carefully to a source.  Sources may be too limited, too general, too biased, or too nonspecific. The essay may sound like a simple summary.  There may be one serious fallacies or error in argument method.
	Several ideas need more extensive research/explanations to develop them.  The average college reader could come up with several good points that the author does not address. Sources may be limited, dated, unreliable, or possibly included to satisfy a number of sources (not to prove a point).  Too short or has uncited material

	Unity



	All evidence in each sentence and each ¶ clearly supports the narrowed thesis.  Though sources are varied, paper sounds like one person wrote it.   Any included diagrams are appropriate and necessary.
	One or two pieces of evidence may not directly support the stated thesis (explain connection or delete info.).  Some paraphrases sound too much like the original source.  Some quotes should have been paraphrased.  
	Evidence in one ¶ or section may not support the stated thesis (though it may address the general topic).    One ¶ may try to cover too many ideas.  Two ¶'s appear to be too similar (needs more examples to show difference?) The author may need to revise the thesis or delete parts of the paper to fit the thesis.  Heavy reliance on sources makes the paper sound as if it has multiple authors.
	Some ¶'s or sections may not support the thesis OR thesis or audience changes part way through the paper.  Author may have added information that fit the topic (but not the thesis) in order to get the required paper length.   The tone may not fit the topic or the assignment requirement.

	Coherence



	Easy to follow.  The end of each ¶ leads into the next.  Transition phrases/sentences are used appropriately to introduce each body ¶ & each major idea within each ¶.  Citations are done correctly. The introduction, body, and conclusion reinforce one another.  
	Not difficult to follow.  Transition phrases are used to introduce or end ¶'s and are used between major ideas within each ¶.  One or two sentences may need to be moved.  There may be some minor documentation errors. The conclusion may be too similar to the introduction OR a little abrupt.
	Some ¶'s may not have transition words or phrases (stronger than 1st, 2nd, 3rd) that explain how each idea is related to the previous/following idea.   Some transitions may be awkward or weak.  This makes the writing seem abrupt or jumpy in places.  One or two ¶'s may need to be moved.  The paper may be organized by source instead of main ideas.   Unclear whether a few ideas are source's or author's.  The thesis, intro, body, and/or concl. may be too short, too long, too formulaic, too similar, or too different.  
	Several ¶'s and/or sentences may not have enough transition words to explain how they are related to one another.  Topic sentences are unclear.  Documentation is wrong style for field OR there is a recurring error that prevents looking up a source.  The introduction may be missing, too short, or too different (may not reinforce one another).

	Vocabulary and Sentence Structure


	Word choice and vocab. is appropriate to field of research.  Sentences are easy to read aloud.  There is a variety of sentence structure (compound-complex, gerunds, participles, appositives, etc.)
	Author tries to use vocab. appropriate to field but may have selected a few words (from sources?) that don't have quite the right connotation. The author may use compound-complex sentences, but generally avoids appositives or other phrases.  May also avoid starting sentences with -ing and -ed words.
	Author appears to rely on familiar words.  There may be less accurate word choices, like good, better, nice, things, stuff, important, very,just, or bad.  There may be a few awkward phrasings, clichés, slang, or redundancies.  Sentences may be choppy or rely too heavily on the same method to join sentences.  Uses “you” inappropriately.  Some evidence may be awkwardly or too-briefly stated or too similar to source wording
	There may be several clichés and/or inaccurate, awkward, or redundant words/phrases.  Vocab. level may shift, especially shifting with source.  The average reader may be likely to misinterpret the author's meaning.  Sentences may be too short (choppy) or rely too heavily on and, but, & or.

	Grammar, Mechanics, Formatting
- ____
Deduct pts.  (up to 20)
	Writer makes few errors (in the context of more complex writing).  Work is neat and formatted according to instructor’s directions.
	Writer makes some errors


	Writer makes numerous errors

	Writer makes errors that make paper difficult to follow




