Example of Poor Reflective Letter
Specific problems with this letter:



Construction follows chronology of assignments rather than

                              addressing goals (one paragraph per each goal)

                         No mention of goal statements

                         No specific examples quoted from papers

                         No comments that indicate learning of goals or attempt at learning

                         Inappropriate comments on preferences of assignments (I liked;

                               I didn’t like)

                         Mechanics

Color coding: Yellow highlight indicates mechanical error

                         Blue indicates general comments not tied to a specific wording in the 

                             letter

                         Orange, purple, green, brown, red indicate references to specific 

                             lines in the letter which are followed by commentary in brackets

1807 NW Fake St.

Ankeny, Iowa 50023

May 3, 2006

English Faculty

Des Moines Area Community College

2006 S. Ankeny Blvd.

Ankeny, IA 50023

Need to double-space between paragraphs
Dear Reader,

Starting this spring semester of Comp I, our class read an article about a mouse. What we had to do was to rewrite a mouse story. I really enjoyed this because it gave me a different view about Comp. I made some mistakes on using past tense, which I now [no specific example] understand much better (1).  [Misdirected focus; assessment is not calling for discussion of assignment preference]
The Annie Dillard piece was not my favorite. [Misdirected focus; assignment is not calling for discussion of assignment preference] This is the second writing assignment we had. We had to pick one of her quotes and elaborate on it. I made a mistake on using a hyphen, and some other mistakes. No of mention any goals. Also, doesn’t demonstrate mastery of learning. What mistakes were made and how has student learned to proofread?
For our third writing assignment, we saw a cartoon picture of James Frey with a Pinocchio nose. Our goal [No mention of course goal] was to make a story from the cartoon picture. This assignment interested me, [misdirected focus] because I was reading his book at the time. 

We also did a comparison paper. We read three stories, and tied them together with babies. The rough draft was checked over by a peer, and I did not have much of it done. It did not have many corrections. In my final draft, I made some mistakes with hyphens, commas, and many other things. No mention of any course goals; doesn’t demonstrate learning; does give specific examples
We then read a book from Tobias Wolff. The book was called In Pharaoh’s Army: Memories of the Lost War. The first paper we wrote from that book dealt with what honor meant to us, and how we learned about honor and war. I was a little confused on the first assignment, therefore I did not do it correctly. In my final draft, I made many mistakes on grammar, punctuation, and many other things. No mention of any course goals; doesn’t demonstrate learning; does give specific examples
There was a chapter from the book that dealt with Wolff and honor. We had to retell the story in our own words. I did not like this assignment, [misdirected focus] because we had just wrote a paper telling the story.

The final paper we did in Comp 1 was on the two stories of the little mermaid. Hans Christian Anderson wrote the original, and we read that first. Disney adapted the story in a movie, we watched that second (10). I absolutely love the little mermaid story, it has always been my favorite. I did not like the writing assignment we had for it, because I believe there was more to the story than moral lessons.[misdirected focus] Moral lessons were the theme of the assignment. I made many mistakes on my rough draft with commas, grammar, and a lot of other things. My final draft was a little better, although I still made many of the same mistakes. No mention of any course goals; doesn’t demonstrate learning; does give specific examples
