123 Sake St.

Urbandale, IA 50322

April 28th, 2006

English Faculty

Des Moines Area Community College

2006 Ankeny Blvd.

Ankeny, IA 50021

Dear Reader

In this letter I am highlighting how I have achieved the five goals for English 117, Composition I. Enclosed are all of the rough and final draft’s I have written over the course of the semester, as well as a couple of assignments that I used as working tools to become a better writer, and prepare myself for composition II.

At the beginning of the semester my writing wasn’t recursive at all. I didn’t really have a format which I followed to help make my papers stronger. After just doing a brain dump for the significant event essay, (pg. 1) I was ready to do a rough draft on several events that I had the option of choosing from. Also, using the compliments and the tips given from classmates during peer reviews really helped me produce a better draft and re-evaluate my essay “Vacation Bites” (pg 2-7) and fine tune it. I have become a lot better at recursive writing by using this class as an improvement tool.

Another area that I feel that I have improved is critical reading. I have always had a hard time reading essay material and having to interpret it. I strongly feel that I greatly improved in this area. In “Sunday in the Park” I wrote a thesis on the main character Morton and used some of the author’s imagery to paint a vivid description of Morton “At the first sign of things ready to turn physical, Morton folds like a bad poker hand.” (pg 43) This assignment was a challenge for me and brought out a lot of character in my writing.

I really believed that throughout the semester I have done a pretty good job of two things, not using the word said and trying not to use I statements. In Vacation bites I did a pretty

good job substituting for the word said, this really helped the story flow smoothly. “He’s having an allergic reaction! She gasped” “What is wrong” Questioned my mother.” (pg 10) Also in the proposing a solution essay I felt that I effectively avoid using I statements which really helps your proposal come across that much stronger. But, I did have a couple places were I used I statements that I have to work on improving. “I will be the first to that this is a very tough but serious issue to tackle.” (pg 38)
Researching for papers is definitely one thing that I really don’t particularly like. Although, I noticed throughout the semester, there are a lot of really great tools for research that can make things a lot easier. For my proposing a solution paper I used some internet sites as well as  Ebsco Host. “The five largest oil refineries – ConocoPhillips, Valero, ExonMobil, Shell, and BP – have seen record profits of $228 billion since president Bush took office in 2001.” (pp 36-37) Until then, I had never used an online library and I discovered how useful it is to really break down a search for a topic and pin point what you are looking for.
Using MLA format is one area that I know that I need to continue to work on. The few papers I had to us MLA I was never that comfortable putting together the works cited page. The text book gave a lot of really good examples to help me out, but without that I don’t know what I would have done. When I was researching paper 3, I was having a hard time finding authors names on websites, which makes it difficult to properly site someone ele’s work. This is an area that I just need to keep working at and try to improve my use of  MLA. (pg 36-41)

In conclusion I would just like to thank the English department for providing the tools to help me achieve the five goals of English 117 Composition I. I know that I’m ready to take the next step in sharpening my writing skills, which in turn will make me a more rounded person and student.

Sincerely,

XXXXX

