123 Sake St.
Urbandale, IA 50322
April 28th, 2006

English Faculty
Des Moines Area Community College
2006 Ankeny Blvd.
Ankeny, IA 50021

Dear Reader

In this letter I am highlighting how I have achieved the five goals for English 117, Composition I. Enclosed are all of the rough and final draft’s I have written over the course of the semester, as well as a couple of assignments that I used as working tools to become a better writer, and prepare myself for composition II.

At the beginning of the semester my writing wasn’t recursive at all. I didn’t really have a format which I followed to help make my papers stronger. After just doing a brain dump for the significant event essay, (pg. 1) I was ready to do a rough draft on several events that I had the option of choosing from. Also, using the compliments and the tips given from classmates during peer reviews really helped me produce a better draft and re-evaluate my essay “Vacation Bites” (pg 2-7) and fine tune it. I have become a lot better at recursive writing by using this class as an improvement tool.

Another area that I feel that I have improved is critical reading. I have always had a hard time reading essay material and having to interpret it. I strongly feel that I greatly improved in this area. In “Sunday in the Park” I wrote a thesis on the main character Morton and used some of the author’s imagery to paint a vivid description of Morton “At the first sign of things ready to turn physical, Morton folds like a bad poker hand.” (pg 43) This assignment was a challenge for me and brought out a lot of character in my writing.

I really believed that throughout the semester I have done a pretty good job of two things, not using the word said and trying not to use I statements. In Vacation bites I did a pretty
good job substituting for the word said, this really helped the story flow smoothly. “He’s having an allergic reaction! She gasped” “What is wrong” Questioned my mother.” (pg 10) Also in the proposing a solution essay I felt that I effectively avoid using I statements which really helps your proposal come across that much stronger. But, I did have a couple places were I used I statements that I have to work on improving. “I will be the first to that this is a very tough but serious issue to tackle.” (pg 38)

Researching for papers is definitely one thing that I really don’t particularly like. Although, I noticed throughout the semester, there are a lot of really great tools for research that can make things a lot easier. For my proposing a solution paper I used some internet sites as well as  Ebsco Host. “The five largest oil refineries – ConocoPhillips, Valero, ExonMobil, Shell, and BP – have seen record profits of $228 billion since president Bush took office in 2001.” (pp 36-37) Until then, I had never used an online library and I discovered how useful it is to really break down a search for a topic and pin point what you are looking for.

Using MLA format is one area that I know that I need to continue to work on. The few papers I had to us MLA I was never that comfortable putting together the works cited page. The text book gave a lot of really good examples to help me out, but without that I don’t know what I would have done. When I was researching paper 3, I was having a hard time finding authors names on websites, which makes it difficult to properly site someone ele’s work. This is an area that I just need to keep working at and try to improve my use of  MLA. (pg 36-41)

In conclusion I would just like to thank the English department for providing the tools to help me achieve the five goals of English 117 Composition I. I know that I’m ready to take the next step in sharpening my writing skills, which in turn will make me a more rounded person and student.

Sincerely,

XXXXX



English Faculty
Des Moines Area Community College
2006 Ankeny Blvd.
Ankeny, IA 50021

Dear Reader,

This letter is a response to the final exam assignment for English 117, Composition I, and is intended t o show you what skills I have acquired and those in which I have developed. The letter is organized by the five main goals that we covered at the beginning of the semester. Each paragraph provides an assessment of each goal as it pertains to me. So, without further ado, let’s get started.

The first goal, “demonstrates writing as a recursive process,” can be seen in the difference in content and sentence structure in essay rough drafts, as compared to the completed final paper. In the proposing a solution essay, “The Greatest Scam in the United States,” I went through several changes and revisions from the rough draft to the completed final. I wrote notes in the margins and throughout the rough draft of obvious changes that had to be fixed before the paper was turned in, and got an evaluation from my father. This in turn, changed simple statements into support for my thesis, which read; “This is why social security needs reform, to prevent the problem before it becomes a much larger problem (p. 11, para. 3).”  As you can see, in my rough drafts I had written that out country was in a recession and that fewer jobs were available to the working class (R.D. pg. 7, para.5). But during the evaluation, I was told that the current unemployment rate was actually very low, as I researched into the unemployment rates of the past three decades, I had found support for what I was told. The thesis support was then changed to “But during the recession (that we experienced after 9/11, for about three months), fewer jobs were available . . . some were taken by illegal immigrants (F.D. pg. 11, para. 3)” By changing the sentence, I had to use recursive writing in order to support my statement, which changed an entire paragraph in my paper.

The next goal; “demonstrate critical reading strategies,” is best shown in the interpretation essay “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin. Ever since high school literature class, I had always had a difficult time interpreting stories. It seems that I do not comprehend some stories without having to read them more than three times. It is almost as if the author and I are thinking on different wavelengths. However, by reading through “Story of an Hour”, and after writing a summary/evaluation (pg. 16), it was easier for me to comprehend the story in order to write an interpretation for it (pg. 18.) It seems as though writing a summary/evaluation made it possible for me to read all of the main points that they author was trying to convey, with out getting lost in the countless adjectives and author’s “fluff” or what I call the details that are not pertinent to the story.

The third goal, “demonstrate the conventions of standard written English,” can be found in any of the four essays I have written throughout the semester. But to best represent the fulfillment of this goal, I have selected the profile essay, “Misleading Expectations.” The selection that I am personally proud can be found within the third paragraph of the paper. “The newer shop was much brighter, the walls were a bright white that reflected the fluorescent lights hung from the twenty foot high ceiling (pg. 2. para. 3).” By using an arrange of adjectives, I have painted a picture in the reader’s head. My personal objective of this essay was to show my grasp of the English vocabulary, but not in a way that the describing words were forced into the essay.

The fourth goal, “demonstrate the effective use of research techniques,” is apparent in the essay, which I wrote about the future of social security. “The Greatest Scam in the United States, “took about three or four hours of hard research. Using mostly the Internet, I was able to access the Social Security Administration’s website to get facts and support for my thesis statement. Facts and figures such as: “If there is still not a solution (to the yearly deficit of social security funds), the surplus will go dry in 2041. . . (pg. 11, para. 3).”  In my opinion, the Internet is a good research tool but not the greatest. In the same paper I also presented research from a history textbook, pertaining to the history of social security.

The final goad; “demonstrate the proper use of MLA format, including page layout, in-text citations, and a works cited page,”  Any essay that I have written this semester can be used to demonstrate the proper usage of page layout. One-inch margins, headers, and proper indentation are just a few examples of page layout. In the summary/evaluation of “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin, I demonstrated how to effectively take specific quotes from the story, use it to support my evaluation of the story, and finally perform the citations as per the instructor’s guidelines. “Free! Body and soul free!” she exclaims to herself  (p. 16). (p. 16, Para. 1.) The perfect example of a proper works cited page in my collection, can be found for the paper; “The Greatest Scam in the United States.” (Pg 15)

In conclusion, the preceding five paragraphs were personal assessments of the give goals that are outlined in the course syllabus. I have noted my strengths and even a weakness or two, in order to show you the development in my writing since beginning this class. All in all, I enjoyed Composition I. By partaking in this class, I have learned new writing skills, which are vital to whatever y future as a college student may hold. We will see you in Composition II.

The pleasure was all mine,

Sample Student

P.S.  “Personally, I’m always ready to learn, although I do not always like being taught.”-
Sir Winston Churchill
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1807 NW Fake St.
Ankeny, Iowa 50023
May 3, 2006

English Faculty
Des Moines Area Community College
2006 S. Ankeny Blvd.
Ankeny, IA 50023

Need to double-space between paragraphs

Dear Reader,
Starting this spring semester of Comp I, our class read an article about a mouse. What we had to do was to rewrite a mouse story. I really enjoyed this because it gave me a different view about Comp. I made some mistakes on using past tense, which I now [no specific example] understand much better (1).  [Misdirected focus; assessment is not calling for discussion of assignment preference]
The Annie Dillard piece was not my favorite. [Misdirected focus; assignment is not calling for discussion of assignment preference] This is the second writing assignment we had. We had to pick one of her quotes and elaborate on it. I made a mistake on using a hyphen, and some other mistakes. No of mention any goals. Also, doesn’t demonstrate mastery of learning. What mistakes were made and how has student learned to proofread?
For our third writing assignment, we saw a cartoon picture of James Frey with a Pinocchio nose. Our goal [No mention of course goal] was to make a story from the cartoon picture. This assignment interested me, [misdirected focus] because I was reading his book at the time. 
We also did a comparison paper. We read three stories, and tied them together with babies. The rough draft was checked over by a peer, and I did not have much of it done. It did not have many corrections. In my final draft, I made some mistakes with hyphens, commas, and many other things. No mention of any course goals; doesn’t demonstrate learning; does give specific examples
We then read a book from Tobias Wolff. The book was called In Pharaoh’s Army: Memories of the Lost War. The first paper we wrote from that book dealt with what honor meant to us, and how we learned about honor and war. I was a little confused on the first assignment, therefore I did not do it correctly. In my final draft, I made many mistakes on grammar, punctuation, and many other things. No mention of any course goals; doesn’t demonstrate learning; does give specific examples
There was a chapter from the book that dealt with Wolff and honor. We had to retell the story in our own words. I did not like this assignment, [misdirected focus] because we had just wrote a paper telling the story.
The final paper we did in Comp 1 was on the two stories of the little mermaid. Hans Christian Anderson wrote the original, and we read that first. Disney adapted the story in a movie, we watched that second (10). I absolutely love the little mermaid story, it has always been my favorite. I did not like the writing assignment we had for it, because I believe there was more to the story than moral lessons.[misdirected focus] Moral lessons were the theme of the assignment. I made many mistakes on my rough draft with commas, grammar, and a lot of other things. My final draft was a little better, although I still made many of the same mistakes. No mention of any course goals; doesn’t demonstrate learning; does give specific examples

