Student Name:  	___________________________________              


 
	
	Beginning
	Developing
	Competent
	Good
	Outstanding

	Content

     Thesis and
     Support
	Thesis is unclear; support is unclear or inappropriate; 
OR
Thesis is inappropriate for assignment; paper is unacceptable; Student is presenting information, not persuading
	Thesis is somewhat unclear; support/ development is limited/repetitive/ irrelevant; difficult to see what support is most important; needs revision; Thesis is not explained clearly.  
	Thesis is clear but most support is  general OR relevance is not explained; needs more specific details; may need some global/ sentence revision and/or further audience analysis
	Thesis is consistent and clear; most support/development is specific and relevant with some insightful or outstanding  areas; holds audience’s interest; may need some sentence-level revision
	Thesis and support are clear, creative, original, focused, and show depth/ fresh insight—has “wow” factor and is enjoyable to read.  Sources portray both sides of issue fairly and still takes a stand on one side.

	Organization

     Introduction
    Conclusion
	Paper lacks 
introduction or 
conclusion;
	Parts of introduction or conclusion are unclear, don’t match each other, or don’t match body of paper;
	Introduction and conclusion may appear to follow a formula (like a simple summary) 
	Introduction OR conclusion shows depth/fresh insight;
	Introduction hooks reader; conclusion “feels” complete; both show depth or fresh insight;

	    Transitions

	Lack of transitions makes paper confusing or difficult to follow 
	Some parts appear to be out of order; transition words may not be consistently or correctly used
	Development is ordered but some transition words or sentences need further revision
	All parts are logical; development is effectively ordered
	Organization and development enhance and clarify the thesis; transitions are logical and smooth—“feels clean”

	Word Choice
Voice, and 
Sentence 
Structure
	Word choice may be incorrect, limited, vague, or redundant; several 
clichés, vague/ wordy phrases 
appear; Several sentences are choppy, awkward, or difficult to read aloud.  Quotes are overused.
	Vocabulary appears limited to functional, familiar words; some 
clichés, vague/ wordy phrases 
appear; Some sentences are awkward, choppy, or difficult to read aloud
	Some well-chosen words, although one or two clichés, vague/ wordy phrases appear; the author’s tone is evident in places; sentence structure needs more variety
	Some specific strong word choice, avoiding weak words like nice, good, stuff; the author invokes feeling fairly in the audience; sentence lengths are varied but need expressiveness or voice
	Quotes are used sparingly to add strength to paper.  Word choice is  confident, strong, snappy, colorful, accurate, and memorable;       sentences are well built, tone is fair, honest, flowing,   expressive,     rhythmical, and easy to read aloud, paraphrases, nutshells, and summaries are in same voice.

	Grammar,
Spelling, and
Punctuation

–2 per error 

See Writer’s Reference
	Writer makes errors that make paper difficult to follow; needs to re-do tutorials on how to use book; should consider getting a tutor
	Writer makes numerous errors; may need to re-do tutorials on how to use book; may consider requesting a tutor
	Writer makes some errors; appears to need a little more practice using book 
	Writer makes few errors (in the context of more complex writing);  appears to have looked up most grammar questions.
	Writer makes virtually no errors (in the context of more complex writing).  appears to have looked up any grammar questions.

	Neatness/ Formatting/Citations
(MLA formatting, course information, headers with last name and page numbers,
typed 12 pt. DS, indented paragraphs, etc.)
	Major errors are repeated.   Text and works cited page are not in MLA format.
	A few major errors are repeated; in-text citations need work; OR works cited is incorrectly formatted in several places.
	One or two major errors are repeated (but only a time or two), with a few formatting errors in text citations and/or on the works cited page.
	 All quotes, nutshells, paraphrases, summaries are properly cited, with a few minor errors OR there are one or two major errors that don’t recur.
	Work is neat and formatted according to directions
No major errors with in-text citations or works cited pages.  Paper appears professional.





