English Assessment Meeting

Tuesday, May 6, 2008
To-do

For Portfolio Assessment Starting in Fall

1. We selected Comp. I to start portfolio assessment in the fall.  We will add Comp. II in the spring.  Students will write an essay the last week of class whose purpose is to persuade the committee that they have met the objectives listed on the syllabus.  We will use ACTS objectives to ensure transferability.  Throughout the semester they will be required to save samples of their own work and use that as proof, which they will reference in the paper by using MLA format.  Instructors may wish to require the entire portfolio be turned in each time an assignment is due.
2. The institutional researcher will randomly select 10-15% of Comp. I students and Fulbright will contact instructors to request only those students portfolios be brought to the Dec. 16 (4-6 pm) meeting.  Some instructors may have to bring several, while others may only bring a few or none.  The purpose is to provide evidence of how we are increasing student learning. The committee evaluation will not affect the students’ grades. 
3. Teach rudiments of documentation in Comp. I so that students can cite their own papers.

4. It’s probably not necessary to have a second section on the syllabus with rewritten objectives (called “goals” or something similar) to simplify objectives so students can understand them more easily.  We can just explain them sufficiently to students.

5. Joanna will email everyone her rubrics for paragraph, essay, and research papers.  These are not required to use during the semester by individual instructors, but we’ll probably start off with them as a template for grading the portfolios at the Dec. 16 meeting.  Joanna will also email the former standard Ozarka Callege Writing Rubric.

6. Have a twenty-minute “calibration” before scoring portfolios in Dec. 2008

7. We need to gather statistics about number of students in each course each semester compared to total enrollment. 
Fall Syllabi
8. Re-do syllabi for transfer courses.  Copy/paste info. from Arkansas Course Transfer System (ACTS).  This ensures that our syllabi match the master syllabi that measure whether courses transfer to other institutions.  We can continue to teach as much as our students are capable of learning, but the ACTS syllabi state the minimum requirements.
9. We need to require all instructors in Comp. I to put on fall 2008 syllabi that students MUST SAVE all quizzes, tests, rough drafts, peer revisions, and graded papers for the portfolio.  The syllabus also must say that ALL students must turn in a portfolio at the end of the term to pass.

For Portfolio Assessment in Spring

Comp. I AND Comp. II

10. We will start portfolios with Comp. II in the Spring of 2009.  

11. We will look at evidence gathered from portfolio assessment and use that to help determine whether there is a need to change Comp. II books.  

12. Consider adopting a new Comp. II text May 2009 for Fall 2009.

Spring Syllabi
13. Require all instructors in Comp. I AND Comp. II to put on SPRING syllabi that students MUST SAVE all quizzes, tests, rough drafts, peer revisions, and graded papers for the portfolio. All Comp. I students MUST turn in a portfolio in the fall.  All Comp. I and Comp. II students must turn in a portfolio in the spring of 2009.

Developmental English

14. We need a nationally normed assessment for developmental English (other than the TABE, which is not at a high enough level).  See Dr. DeLong.  

15. Need to Re-do syllabi for Developmental English at some point to make them more in line with what we actually do.  We may consider reducing the number of objectives.
16. After a year of working with Comp. I and II, we will consider the possibility of using this assessment with developmental English.

Ensure we are teaching what is useful to other departments

17. Recommend to Faculty Professional Development that we have a Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) workshop

18. All of us will ask other non-ENGL instructors to assist us in departmental assessment.  

World Lit.
19. Create list of suggested readings for World Lit. I and World Lit. II.  This won’t be required, but can provide guidance to anyone who wishes to have suggestions.
(Another way providing guidance/suggestions could be to have a list of recommended terms that students learn, like epic, dénouement ,etc.)
20. Consider what we can do to promote student-centered learning in the literature classroom.  Discuss whether outcomes-based education would help us meet our objectives in this course.
