Self-Study Steering Committee Meeting 

Minutes

August 21, 2009
1:00-2:00 p.m. 

Compressed Video Rooms
Attendees:  Richard Dawe, Kim Lovelace, Nancy Dust, Tracy Cone, John Petersen, Suellen Davidson, Ron Helm, Wanda McConnaughhay, Joan Stirling, Rodney Williams, Mary Ellen Hawkins, Tina Wheelis, Joanna Fulbright, Scott Pinkston, Jeremy Nicholson, Deltha Shell, Holly Ayers, Judy Cannady, Bettie Estes, Judy Sharp, Kim Whitten, Karla Rush
Absent:  Chaney Coleman, Mike DeLong, Sandra Miller, Ruby Johnson
Joan Stirling opened the meeting with a discussion on Content Guidelines.  She used a Clock Analogy to remind us that we need to be careful not to only write about what we know but to make sure we have a full range of coverage for the College.  She reminded us to focus on the strengths of the College when writing the report but to address our challenges as well.  As we acknowledge challenges, we should discuss them in the Steering Committee Meetings.  What might seem to be a challenge because of a lack of evidence may just be a lack of knowledge about what is done in a different area of the college.  She also asked that we try to meet the assigned deadlines.
Jeremy Nicholson provided information on the Writing Guidelines.  Jeremy showed a sample of the style guide for the Self-Study Report and reviewed the style choices that have been selected for the Self-Study Report for uniformity. (See PowerPoint presentation for details) He noted that the style guide is a work in progress and any suggestions are welcome.
Joan Stirling and Joanna Fulbright addressed how students have and will be included in the Self-Study Report.  Discussion included these comments from committee members:

· CCSSE results represent student opinions

· Ask the Student Government Association to participate in Criterion meetings

· Ask students that are seeking careers in fields that require accreditation such as those in  nursing and teaching to serve on committees

Joanna Fulbright made a motion to allow individual committee chairs to decide whether to include students in their committee meetings.  The motion was seconded.  The motion passed with no opposition.

Joan Stirling led the group in a discussion about any problems, questions or challenges that they were having.  

On question from Judy Cannady was about following the Self-Study Report of another college.  The general consensus seemed to be that it was good to look at other colleges for examples of how they evaluated their institutions against the Five Criteria, but to be sure and use more than one self-study example for a more balanced perspective.
When writing the report, write in the same format as the Criterion.  For example 2a1 is answered, 2a2 is answered, etc. Do not write all of 2a as one answer.
Dr. Richard Dawe reminded the committee of the importance of this project.  He noted that it was time to get energized.  He amended Joan's comments about considering meeting the deadlines to meet the deadlines.  Dr. Dawe commended Jeremy Nicholson for the great work on the Writing Guide.  He also noted that we do not need to be a cookie cutter institution but should focus on what makes us unique.  Dr. Dawe also noted that cross-talk and communication are critical to writing a successful Self-Study Report.
Submitted by Nancy Dust

