
Diversity Committee Minutes
March 18, 2011

The Diversity Committee met on March 18, 2011 in H113 and AF 103 at 11:00 am. Those present were Rodney Williams, Bruce Dietsche, Joan Stirling, Charlotte Knox, Mary Ellen Hawkins, Kendra Smith, and Cheri McKee-McSwain, and Judy Cannady.

Minutes:
The minutes from the January 21st meeting were approved.

The agenda: 

Item One: Budget for 2011-2012
Item Two: Diversity Activities for the Spring Semester
Item Three: Diversity Survey
Item Four: International Day

New Business

Item One: Budget for 2011-2012

Budget for spring 2011 – the budget went through and we have $500.00 to spend each semester.
Speaker travel from Batesville
Spring Speaker on each of the campuses
Other Activity

Item Two: Diversity Activities for the Spring Semester

Discussed first were activities for the spring semester.  Mountain View plans to have a Russian Mardi Gras presentation.  Russian Mardi Gras begins February 28.  Arrangements have been made for music and an art display.  Various members planned to discuss with people they know in the community the possibility of presenting slides or displaying items from trips to Russia.  Rodney suggested contacting a Greek or Russian Orthodox minister to participate due to Mardi Gras religious origins.

Mary Ellen is talking to a lady from Russia with artifacts that could be shown in the cafeteria.

On Thursday, April 7 at 11:00 a.m., a speaker from the Ian Beard State House Museum will discuss the Women’s Christian Temperance Movement, suffrage, and women’s rights movement on the Mt. View campus.

On Tuesday, April 19 at 11:00 a.m., Terry Berger, State Education Coordinator from Little Rock and the Arkansas Coalition against Domestic Violence will be speaking at the Mt. View campus.

Rodney also mentioned a presentation sometime this spring about domestic abuse through the eyes of a victim of domestic violence.  The victim will be of Hispanic or African-American heritage.
 
Item Three: Diversity Survey

Joan stated gave a report on the faculty diversity survey to the Board. 

We are going to use some of the discussion posts from Communication class to get some ideas for diversity projects in the future.

It was agreed that on-line was the best method.  We should ask instructors to encourage students to participate.  The survey will be available after spring break in the same format as before so as to render consistent results.  The only change to the survey discussed was a follow-up question regarding discrimination (both experienced and witnessed).
  
Item Four: International Day

Next on the agenda was the discussion of International Day this fall.  Japan is the highlighted country.
 
Mieko Uchida Peek, a Japanese instructor at Lyon College, has agreed to present lectures on Japan this fall at all four locations.  An abundance of Japanese artifacts and items are available both from faculty and community members to display.
 
It was agreed to hold International Day on two days each week for two weeks instead of four days in one week.  Mountain View and Melbourne will host International Day one week and Ash Flat and Mammoth Spring the next week.  Dates are yet to be determined. Nov. 1 and 2 Mel and Mt View
Nov. 8 and 9 AF and MS have been suggested - We will check with the campus coordinators.









International Day

Timeline for International Day

March
· Identify Diversity Committee Activities
· Display of items (Dr. Dawe, Joan’s Japanese block prints)
· Student Art Display
· Booth for making origami
· Booth for writing in Japanese
· Haiku reading by students/faculty and staff
· Japanese music
· Japanese tea ceremony demonstration
· Japanese instructor from Lyon College as speaker
· Movie night
· Karaoke - Do it our way and in between show YouTube video of Japanese person doing same song
· Identify possible ways other instructors can include Japan in fall lessons (just to give some possible ideas)
· English sponsors a haiku poetry contest
· Nursing explains how one would interact with a Japanese patient
· PE sponsors a walk from one end of Japan to the other including all the islands and chart where we are by city for all the walkers and riders in the fitness center
· Business holds a discussion on Japanese business etiquette
· Physical Science talks about the devastation to Hiro Jima/Nagasaki and the clean up that lead to today’s cities
· Automotives relates the history of the rise of the Japanese cars
· Communications teaches 5 Japanese words and some cultural differences.
· Culinary has someone come to demonstrate making sushi from a Mountain Home restaurant
· I have three videos on traditional Japanese cooking that Culinary could show or we could show in the library
· Music appreciation covers Japanese instruments/music

April
· Do room requests
· Order what we can with left over budget
· Brush Kits for winners.
· Get commitment from faculty for inclusion in fall courses
· Select menu
· Find tableware/decorations to order
· Firm up presentation with guest speaker from Lyon

May
· Get Mimi and Eric to estimate the cost of the menu
· Find someone to host a tea ceremony on each location and decide when to have it - I have a video showing how it is done.
· Plan the display in detail

August
· Order rest of supplies
· Put haiku poems in the College Connection
· Write article on Japanese cooking for College Connection
· Van requests

September
· Put more haiku poems in the College Connection 1
· Write article on modern Japanese culture for College Connection 1
· Put haiku poems in the College Connection 2
· Write article on Japanese something in the College Connection 2

Cheri's art class will provide Japanese art for the occasion.  Joan has four Japanese block prints to be displayed.

It was suggested that the English Department host a Haiku poetry contest.  The contest could also be open to faculty.  We will need to discuss with instructors how to incorporate Japanese studies into their lesson plan this fall and present displays for the International Day depending on the department.  We need to contact the culinary arts department as soon as we know the dates so they can incorporate the event on their schedule.
  
Next meeting will be on April 15 at 11:00.

Charolotte moved to adjourn. Mary Ellen seconded it. Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.

Minutes written by Judy Cannady, and respectfully submitted on March 18 by Judy Cannady/Recorder.


