Diversity Committee Meeting Minutes
9/23/2011

The Diversity Committee met on September 23, 2011 at 9 a.m. from two compressed video sites.  In attendance in Melbourne were Mary Ellen Hawkins, Karin Brown, Joan Sterling, Bruce Dietsche and Kendra Smith.  In attendance in Mountain View were Rodney Williams and Cheri McKee-McSwain.
Budget
Rodney opened the meeting by asking if the $500 budget per semester was in place and available for use.  Joan indicated that she would ask Tina Wheelis to verify the budget.
2011-2012 Office Selection
Secretary - The next agenda item was the selection of a secretary for 2011-2012.  Mary Ellen suggested that Kendra would be a possible choice.  Kendra agreed to serve in this capacity.  Mary Ellen made a proclamation that Kendra should serve and Joan seconded the motion.
Committee Chair - The next item on the agenda was the selection of the committee chair.  Karin moved that Rodney remain chair by proclamation and Mary Ellen seconded.
International Day
Speaker
Mieko Peek has been asked to talk about cultural differences in her brief presentation.  
Scheduling
Mieko needs times to confirm for her speaking engagements during the four dates International Day is to be held.  She is only available on Tuesdays and Thursday due to her work schedule at Lyon College, so the dates were selected to accommodate her availability.  We need to schedule 20-30 minutes per site for her to speak.  Twelve-thirty was the appointed time for her to speak at each site.
The International Day schedule for each day/site will be 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Melbourne – Tuesday, November 1st 
	11 a.m. Japanese food from Culinary Arts is served.
11:30 a.m. Martial Arts Exhibition provided by Kendra or a representative of the Okinawan Kempo Karate practitioners from Karate for Christ in Franklin.
	12:30 Mieko speaks to a host class.*
	*Joan will look for a host class for the speaker.
Mountain View – Thursday, November 3rd
	11 a.m. Japanese food from Culinary Arts is served.
11:30 a.m. Martial Arts Exhibition provided by Kendra or a representative of the Okinawan Kempo Karate practitioners from Karate for Christ in Franklin
	12:30 Mieko speaks to a combined group of classes from Rodney, Cheri  and Karin.*
*Classes can combine in lecture hall if more room needed.  Cheri will check for availability of lecture hall on this date.  Bruce stated that we need to invite the public to the lecture to promote the college to the intellectual side of the community.
Ash Flat – Tuesday, November 8th
	11 a.m. Japanese food from Culinary Arts is served.
11:30 a.m. Martial Arts Exhibition provided by Kendra or a representative of the Okinawan Kempo Karate practitioners from Karate for Christ in Franklin.
12:30 Mieko speaks to a group comprised of Bruce's class and other classes choosing to participate.
Mammoth Spring – Thursday, November 10th
	11 a.m. Japanese food from Culinary Arts is served.
11:30 a.m. Martial Arts Exhibition provided by Kendra or a representative of the Okinawan Kempo Karate practitioners from Karate for Christ in Franklin
	12:30 Mieko speaks to Jessica Wrenfrow's class.
Items for Display
Joan has procured Japanese money and books for display.  The book topics include food, architecture and gardening.
Audio/Video for Event
Joan ordered traditional and instrumental Japanese music last year to be played in the background during the event.
There are two "Travel Japan" DVD's available for our use during the event.  Joan suggested we ask Chaney from Information Systems to set them up as a moving background playing constantly throughout the event.
Food
Joan ordered tablecloths with a Japanese design on the border.
Mary Ellen volunteered to check with Culinary Arts to assure that International Day is on their event calendar.
Press Release
Bruce asked about the need for a press release inviting the public to participate in the event.  Rodney suggested that we need the press release completed and sent to local media right away for the best community response.  The press release should emphasize not only the details of the event, but the purpose and mission of the Diversity Committee.
Joan asked if perhaps an RSVP would prevent an overflow crowd for our facilities.  Rodney said let's hope we have a good turn-out and he doesn't foresee this being a concern.  Joan suggested targeting invitations to the community in Mammoth Spring due to the small size of their classrooms.  Bruce suggested an RSVP in the article for Mammoth Spring only.
Joan volunteered to work on the press release, run it by the committee first and then Dr. Dawe for approval, with the committee reviewing the final product before release by Molly Carpenter.
Art Exhibits
Cheri's art class and perhaps another art class in Mountain View will be providing pieces for an art exhibit to accompany the event.  Art classes in Melbourne and Ash Flat will do the same.
Small art displays are needed for Mammoth Spring due to space constraints.
A best of show prize is to be awarded at each site providing art exhibits.  Discussion did not conclude what the prize would be, though a tea set or art supply item was suggested. Awards would go to three sites providing art, as decided by a jury comprised of Mary Ellen, Joan and Kendra.
Joan asked Cheri if matting was still available for the art exhibits.  Cheri did not recall, but indicated that she would find out.
Mary Ellen suggested we need a higher budget for our needs, as $500 does not go very far and some committee members are contributing money out-of-pocket.
Rodney stated that our budgetary priorities are:
1. Food
2. Travel for our guests, etc.
3. Art Awards
Drawing
There will be a drawing for participants who submit evaluations of the event.  The cash prizes cannot come from the budget.  Mary Ellen, Joan, Bruce and Rodney each agreed to contribute $25 for the drawing awards.
Class Involvement
It was suggested that history and other classes can become involved in researching Japan and present information through poster board displays.  Rodney agreed to explore this idea.
New Business
Suggestions for next semester?
Joan stated that an increased number of students surveyed last year saw discrimination on campus.  We need to know what groups are being targeted.  Rodney suggested we locate information on bullying that might apply to our response.  Bruce stated that prejudice is the issue.  Joan agreed, and suggested that the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender) population may be one group specifically targeted.
We need to investigate the trend.  Joan suggested we add a drop-down menu to the spring survey so those who indicate they saw discrimination can specify.  We can devise an action plan with the results of the survey.  It was suggested that we seek a speaker on tolerance, with a focus on the beauty of diversity.
Joan asked how we could get the tolerance message to the most students.  Kendra suggested a short presentation at the fall student orientation and agreed to speak with Zeda about a diversity committee member presenting same.  Karin suggested a pamphlet be created addressing diversity and tolerance to distribute in College Success classes.  Joan added that we could also put something in the campus news.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10 a.m. by unanimous vote.
Minutes submitted by Kendra Smith


	
