Diversity Committee

Minutes

January 15, 2010

In attendance:  Karin Brown, Bruce Dietsche, Cheri McKee/McSwain, Joan Stirling, Rodney Williams

Minutes approval:  Joan motioned the acceptance of the November minutes and Cheri seconded it.  Minutes were approved by an "Aye" vote.

Business:
1. There was consensus that Rodney query the faculty to see if anyone had diversity speakers during the fall semester that should be listed in the midyear report.  He is to add any speakers and then submit the midyear report as is with the addition of any more speakers reported.

2. The fall 2009 Student Diversity Survey was discussed and it was decided to do the survey every spring so that students would have a greater opportunity to have more diversity exposure before the survey.  In addition, Joan was charged with writing a summary for the survey and posting the summary and results on the effectiveness webpage.  Joan will email the survey report for approval before posting.

3. Events for spring were discussed:

a. Cheri has at least one speaker committed for the Mountain View site

b. Rodney does not have a speaker yet for Melbourne.  Karin will check with someone who lived in China.

c. Judy was unable to attend and report on Ash Flat.

4. The committee identified some action actions for the 2010-2011 Planning Manual in line with the top priorities for strategic direction:

a. Priority One

i. International Day - Egypt

ii. Develop an Ozarka diversity wheel

iii. Send at least two news releases for community awareness

b. Priority Two

i. Participate in strategic and annual planning each year

c. Priority Five

i. Develop a list of micro diversity activities that can be used in the classroom to distribute to instructors to encourage diversity learning in the classroom

ii. Work with Institutional Research and the VPAA to research the effects of diversity on retention and/or completion to identify any classroom or college implications for improvement

5. The committee discussed International Day - Egypt:

a. The committee will submit a budget (Rodney) and/or consider a sponsor

b. Bruce and Karin will explore renting a tent for the event in keeping with the nomadic style of the Egyptians

c. There was discussion of accessing additional easels for the art displays at International Day so that the showing of the student art would be more professional

Adjoining:  Bruce made the motion and Karin seconded; all approved by a show of hands.

Submitted by Joan Stirling
