Introduction to Russian Culture
Course Syllabus

Instructor:
John C. Van Orman

Email:
jcvanorman@mail.ozarka.edu
Prerequisites:
None

Course description:
Students will be introduced to Russia by way of an anthropological approach to the study of Russian culture.  Traditional arts, folklore, literature, religious beliefs, family households, political systems, geography and ethnicities of Russia will be examined through readings, lectures, discussions, and films.  Language is the most essential element of any culture and therefore an acquaintance with the fundamentals of Russian language will help students engage with Russian culture. In a non-competitive manner students will become familiar with the Cyrillic alphabet, be introduced to the grammar of Russian and acquire a small vocabulary of Russian words and phrases.
Rationale:
Because of Russia’s standing as a major power on the world stage throughout history and during contemporary times, acquisition of a fundamental understanding of Russian culture will enhance students’ understanding of today’s global society.  Russia is at once a European country and an Asian nation; this cultural dichotomy has long contributed to the Western world’s puzzlements about Russian culture, and nursed tensions between America and Russia – the two major superpowers of the twentieth century.  As the global socio-political stage experiences shifts in power in the new century, it will be increasingly important for American citizens to be culturally aware of their former World War ally and cold war foe.
Language is the key to any culture and Russia’s rich linguistic and literary heritage opens doorways to the collective Russian mind.  The prominent member of the Slavic language family, Russian does not share the Latin, Germanic, Gaelic or Norse linguistic foundations of its European neighbors.  The acquisition of Russian in any amount brings one that much closer to understanding the Russian worldview.
Outcomes/Learning Objectives:
To gain accurate and useful knowledge about the people of European Russia and the indigenous peoples of Siberia and the Russian Far East.

To acquire an appreciation of Russia’s contributions to the modern world.

To acquire an appreciation of Russia’s significance on the world stage.

To consider how much American and Russian cultures have in common.
To consider how our respective environments, histories, and other factors shaped American and Russian culture in distinctly different ways, resulting in different worldviews and cultural traditions.
To learn the Russian alphabet in its printed and handwritten forms.

To develop cultural skills by way of understanding social dynamics reflected in formal and informal forms and other features of Russian language.

To become introduced to the basics of Russian language in order to allow one to communicate on a very basic level and prepare one for beginning the formal study of Russian should one choose to do so.

Text/Required Materials:
Brown, Nicholas J. The New Penguin Russian Course.  London: Penguin, 1996.

Gerhart, Genevra.  The Russian’s World: Life and Language, Third Edition. Slavica Publishing, 2001.
Massie, Suzanne.  Land of the Firebird: The Beauty of Old Russia. Blue Hill, Maine: Heart Tree P, 1980.
Methods of Instruction:

The instructor will lecture on material from textbook chapters corresponding to reading assignments.  Russian films will be viewed and discussed in the classroom.  Speaking is essential to language acquisition: Students will read textbook exercises out loud, engage in dialogues with classmates and participate in group spoken projects during class periods. Completed homework assignments will be reviewed and discussed in class.  

Evaluation Procedures:
Learning about a culture and its language requires purposeful and steady progress, therefore students will be graded for their performance each day of class.  In Russian-style, a daily grade will be tallied for attendance, participation, preparedness, quality of work and on-time completion of assignments; each student’s daily grade will be averaged at the end of the semester and will account for 50% of the final grade.  Five quizzes will be weighed together toward 10% of the final grade.  Four tests will count for 10% each, amounting to 40% of the final grade.

Grading Scale:

A = 90 – 100

B = 80 – 89

C = 70 - 79

D = 60 – 69

F = 0 - 59
Make-up Policy:

No late work will be accepted.  No make-up exams will be given.  Exceptions will be made in cases of medical or personal emergencies.  Students must complete all assignments on time.  If you feel you have legitimate reason to request an extension on an assignment, it is essential to notify the instructor at the earliest possible time.
