CURRICULUM PROPOSAL

OZARKA COLLEGE

	Course Title
	Mythology

	CIP Code
	ENGL 2023 


	Contact Person(s)
	Rodney Williams and Jeremy Nicholson


	Effective date of proposal
	01-09-08


	Proposal Summary
	(Provide a general description of the proposed curriculum change or development)

The Division of Arts and Humanities would develop and offer a three hour course entitled Mythology as an English or History elective.  One section per Spring semester would be offered.



	Need for the proposal
	(Provide data on student interest, job availability, corporate demands, and employment projections.  Focus on need in North Central Arkansas: is there sufficient demand, etc.)
Student Interest:  Numerous students have indicated an interest in arts and humanities electives.
Community Interest:  Community members are looking for courses beyond the basics to take for personal enrichment.  This inter-disciplinary course would be designed to appeal to a wide range of interests.
Community Enrichment:  Given the overall lack of diversity in our area this course could be a valuable enrichment tool which would help our students and diverse college community learn more about cultural and belies beyond their own.


	Curriculum outline
	(Include prerequisites, course description, syllabus, suggested textbook, etc.)

See Attached syllabus


	Faculty needed for proposal
	Current full time faculty (Rodney Williams and Jeremy Nicholson) would team teach the course.


	Description of resources
	(Present library resources including relevant holdings; current instructional facilities including classrooms, instructional equipment and technology, and laboratories, etc.)
 Some additional library materials would be acquired as needed.


	Costs associated with the activity
	(New administrative costs; cost, if any, of additional faculty; new library resources and cost; new facilities and costs; distance delivery costs, if applicable; and any other costs associated with the proposal.  If no new costs, explain.)

Additional library holdings (primarily DVD/Blu Ray Discs) would  be required 

	Source of funding (if needed)
	

	Similar activities in colleges within a 50 mile range


	Arkansas Tech University – ENGL 2283  Mythology
Arkansas State University – ENG  4623  Mythology

	APPROVAL SIGNATURES

	Initial Committee

 
	Date:  _________________________________________________

Chairperson Signature: ___________________________________



	Administrative Council
	Date:  _________________________________________________

Chairperson Signature: ___________________________________



	Board of Trustees
	Date



	ADHE Submission
	Date:

	ADHE Letter of Notification
	Date:

	Assessment Methods
	

	Implementation Date
	Date:

(Add to Curriculum Committee Calendar)

	Report back to Curriculum Committee
	Date:

(Based on assessment measurements including course evaluation of instructions following the first offering of the curriculum.) (Add to Curriculum Committee Calendar)

	Recommended Revisions


	Date:

	
	


COURSE SYLLABUS
ENGL
2023

Mythology
Or

HIST    2033

Mythology

Section:  

1
Semester:

Spring 2009
Instructor:

Rodney Williams and Jeremy Nicholson
Office Phone:

870-368-2072

College Fax:

870-368-2091

E-Mail:

rwilliams@ozarka.edu

Office Hours:

M W F
9:00 -- 11:00
T R
9:30 -- 11:00




3:00 -- 4:00

3:00 -- 4:00
Times:


M W F 12:00
Class Room:

Miller 106

Prerequisites:
There are no prerequisites for Mythology but it is recommended the student be in or have completed English Composition I.
Course Description:

This course provides an overview of world mythology and its relationship to ancient and current cultures. The course covers the purposes and types of myths; the development of myths and mythological characters, the common elements of mythological structures, the predominant characteristics of deities and heroes in myth and the obstacles/dangers that these archetypes encounter, the impact myths have had on our literary and artistic traditions, how myths affect our personal and social lives, where these ancient archetypes are found in contemporary society and how attitudes and behaviors are influenced by mythological literature.
Rationale:
The study of mythology helps us understand ourselves, our culture, and the cultures of others.  The study of mythology tells us what our ancestors thought, believed, hoped for and feared.  Mythology can give us insight into meanings behind much of our literature and art.  It is can be a window into people and cultures separated from us by great distances and vast gulfs of time.  Myth can cross the cultural boundaries of space and the historic limits of time.  Myth can transport students to times and places they can never visit in person.  Myth can introduce students to the best and worst examples of what it means to be human and can show us the hero in each of us.  Mythology can grant students a vision into their own psyche and soul and in doing so can enhance understanding and promote tolerance.
Outcomes/Learning Objectives:

Discipline Objectives:
Upon successful completion of Mythology at Ozarka College the student should be able to
I
Read, analyze, and discuss myths from different cultures. 

II
Compare and contrast common elements of myths from different cultures. 

III
Identify historical and cultural elements of myths. 
IV
Write their own myth to emulate the style of an author or culture. 

V
Create written and oral reports on myths from around the world for presentation to their peers and 
the instructors. 

VI
Work together on collaborative projects related to course materials. 

VII
Demonstrate a familiarity with the myths that form the basis of the Western mythological heritage, 

VIII
Identify and discuss the influences of those myths on modern literature.

IX
Identify and discuss the four functions of mythology: mystical, cosmological, pedagogical, and 
sociological.
X
Identify and discuss the psychological theories of the origin and function of myth.

XI
List and explain the common elements shared myths from around the world, and understand the 
role they play in human life.
XII
Evaluate myths critically, in terms of their four functions and in terms of the elements of the hero’s 
adventure.
XIII
Identify and evaluated the role of myth in their own life, especially in terms of “following your 
bliss,” and achieving “an experience of being alive.”
XIV
Describe how the elements of the hero’s adventure are present in student’s life and the lives of 
people they know

Text/Required Materials:


World Mythology:  An Anthology of the Great Myths and Epics



Donna Rosenberg, 


NTC Publishing Group


The World of Myth:  An Anthology


David Adams Leeming



Oxford University Press


The Silmarillion



J. R. R. Tolkien



Houghton Mifflin Publishing

The student will be required to purchase a notebook suitable for use as a journal and a three ring binder to serve as a portfolio.
Methods of Instruction:

1:     
Assigned readings in the textbooks and other sources


2:
Extensive Classroom discussions


4:     
Classroom activities


5:     
Homework


6:     
Unit Exams


7:     
Mid-Term and Final Exams


8:    
Lectures


9:     
Student Projects

10.  
Viewing Assignments both in class and at home

Evaluation Procedures:
Assigned Readings:
The assigned readings are the foundation of our lectures, assignments, and 
exams.  The assigned readings outlined for each chapter are in the Course Schedule.  It is 
expected that 
students will complete readings before the assigned date.  You are strongly 
encouraged to bring your text to class for reference.  While not always discussed in class, all 
assigned readings represent testable material.
Classroom Discussions:  Each student is expected to take part in classroom discussions in a positive 
constructive manner.  Students are encouraged to express their ideas in an adult professional 
manner.  Please remember to discuss ideas, not attack people.
Classroom Activities:  There will be several classroom activities during the semester.  All students are 
expected to participate in a positive professional manner.
Homework:  All students are required to hand in homework in a timely fashion.  Homework handed in late 
will have the grade reduced.
Unit Exams:  During the semester there will three unit exams.  Unit exams may have multiple choice, 
true/false, matching, and short essay questions.  
Mid-Term and Final Exams:  All students are required to take the mid-term and final exam.  Mid-term and 
final exams may have multiple choice, true/false, matching, and short essay questions. Mid-term 
and final exams will be taken in class
Student Projects:  During the course of the semester the student will be required to complete three 
projects related to the course material and the student's individual academic or professional 
goals.  Projects are highly individualized but are expected demonstrate college level critical 
thinking, communication, and organizational skills.
Viewing/Writing Assignment:  During the course of the semester students will be asked to "engage" 
myths using the media and popular culture.  The students will write a brief evaluation of the 
media source using critical thinking skills and college level writing skills
Grading Scale:

Course Requirement:

 

Classroom Discussions/Activities/Participation =  
100 points



Homework = 





100 points



Unit Exams = 





150 points

   

Mid-term and Final Exams = 



200 points

  

Viewing/Writing Assignment = 


150 points



Student Projects =




300 points

Grading Scale:
Letter grades will be based on the following scale of total possible points
   

A  
(Excellent)
= 
90% to 100% of total possible points 

   
B  
(Good)

= 
80% to 89% of total possible points
   

C  
(Average) 
= 
70% to 79% of total possible points

   
D  
(Below Average) =
60% to 69% of total possible points
   

F  
(Failing)
= 
59% or Less of total possible points

Academic Integrity:
If an occurrence of cheating is detected, that student(s) grade will be adjusted accordingly, ranging from a grade penalty on the test or assignment involved - to an "F" in the course. When a penalty for cheating is invoked, the instructor is required to submit to the Vice President of Academic Affairs, immediately following the occurrence, a statement of circumstances, the name of the student(s) involved, and the penalty imposed. A student involved has the right to appeal the action through the Academic Grievance Procedure.

Make-Up Policy:

1:
There is no make-up for in class discussions, activities, and exercises that are missed. If 

you miss class, you miss the points.


2:     
Missed homework assignments, writing assignments, and student projects must be 


handed in the next class session the student attends.  Homework, writing assignments, 


and projects handed in late will have the grade reduced by ten (10) percent.  Homework, 

writing assignments, and projects not handed in during the next class session will not be 


accepted and will receive a zero (0) grade. 

3:     
Unit exams:  The student is allowed to make up one unit exam.  The exam must be made 

up after the final unit exam.  Any unit exams missed in excess of the first one will receive 

a zero (0) grade.


4:  
The mid-term and final exams may only be only be made up under extraordinary 



circumstances.  The instructor will require documentation to verify the cause of the 


absence.  


Attendance Policy:
Regular class attendance and punctuality are required for all classes.  If a student must miss due to illness, emergency, or college business, it is the student's responsibility to make up any class work they missed.  According to the student handbook, after a student misses the equivalent of two weeks of class sessions, the instructor has the prerogative of assigning a grade "F" for the course.

Special Needs:
Any student with special needs that may require any adaptation or modification of classroom work is responsible for informing the faculty of those needs and possible modifications/adaptations.

Important Dates:
Set by the academic calendar
Course Outline:
Unit One.
The Nature of the Beast

Week One.
What is Mythology





Definitions of Mythology





Frequently asked questions about Mythology





The Vocabulary of Mythology






Assigned Readings:
World Mythology:  Introduction









The World of Myth:  Introduction

Week Two.
The Psychological Dimension of Mythology





Mythology, Magic, and Religion





The Functions of Myth in Primal Societies





The Beginning of Comparative Mythology






Assigned Readings:
World Mythology:  
selected myths












(see My Ozarka)

Week Three.
The Psychological Dimension of Mythology: 




The Hero's Quest 





Assigned Readings:  
Handout on Campbell (see My Ozarka)





Viewing Assignment:  Star Wars -- Episode 4 (the good one)










Or









The Matrix


Week Four,
The Cultural Dimension of Mythology:  




Myth as Cultural Archetype




Myth as Personal Archetype






Assigned Readings:  World Mythology:  
selected myths












(see My Ozarka)






Viewing Assignment:
Hondo or Thelma and Louise or The Lion 








King


Week Five.
The Literary Dimension of Mythology



Myth vs Fable vs Folklore



The Western Mythic Heritage:  From Iliad and Beowulf to Heroes and Lost



Writing about Myth






Assigned Readings:
World Mythology:
selected myths












(see My Ozarka)






Viewing Assignment:
The Dark Knight

Unit One Exam


Student Project One Due:
My Life as Myth
Unit  Two.
Myth on the Global Scale

Week Six.
Mythic Motifs



Cosmic Myths






Assigned Reading:
The World of Myth:
Part 1 – pages 11 to 89


Week Seven.
The God, Supreme and “Not So”





Assigned Reading:
The World of Myth:  
Part 2 – pages 91 to 172

Week Eight.
Hero Myths





Assigned Reading:
The World of Myth:
Part 3 – pages 215 to 311

Week Nine.
Place and Object Myths





Assigned Reading:
The World of Myth:
Part 4 – pages 313 to 348


Week Ten. 
Motifs in the Modern World





Viewing Assignment:
Student Selection


Unit Two Exam


Student Project Two Due:
Comparative Mythology Essay
Unit Three:
Myth in the Modern World

Week Elven.
Myth in Contemporary Literature  





“Serious Literature” and the reinterpretation of “old” themes






Assigned Reading:
The Silmarillion

Week Twelve.
Myth in Contemporary Literature




Science Fiction and Fantasy





Horror and Pulp





Comic Books and Graphic Novels






Assigned Reading:
The Silmarillion









Selections from 
The Stand











The Watchmen

Week Thirteen:
 Myth in Contemporary Entertainment




Electronic Media:  Television, Video, Internet





Assigned Reading:
The Silmarillion





Viewing Assignment:
Selected television programming








Selected Video Clips


Week Fourteen:  Myth in Contemporary Cinema




Cinema






Viewing Assignment:
Watch any two films:
The Dark Knight, Beowulf




Pirates of the Caribbean, Indiana Jones and The Temple of Doom, The Lord 



of the Rings, Superman Returns, Willow, Princess Mononoke, Beauty and the 



Beast, Citizen Kane, Unforgiven, O’ Brother Where Art Thou, The Fisher King 

Unit Three Exam

Week Fifth teen:  
Student Project Three Presented




Review for Final

Mythology
Attendance Policy

Attendance is taken starting the first day of the semester, with the exception of students who enroll after classes have started.  Teachers have the right to count students as absent if they arrive late to class, leave class early, or go in and out of the classroom during class time.  Teachers have the right to lower a student's grade based on excessive absences

Attendance and Participation
Regular attendance is mandatory.  Classroom lectures, in-class activities and exercises are designed to expand on the material covered in the text.  You are expected to attend class and actively participate in class discussions and activities.  With regard to attendance, please note the following:

Unless you are very ill or there is an emergency in your immediate family, you are expected to attend each class, to be on time, and to remain in class until you are dismissed.


1.
An emergency is something beyond your control (death, personal/family medical 



situation, or traffic accident) that may be confirmed through written documentation from a 

doctor, hospital, funeral home, or officer of the court.


2.
An emergency does not include feeling sad, depressed, or under the weather.  

Roll will be taken at the beginning of each class period.


1.
You will be considered absent if you are not it class when roll is taken.


2.
If you are habitually (more than twice) late, you well be counted as absent.


3.
If you leave class early, you will be counted as absent.


4.
You are expected to stay in class -- unless I indicate otherwise -- for the entire class.


5.
Anyone who leaves class early -- without prior permission -- will be counted absent.


6.
We will rarely, if ever, get out of class early, so be prepared to stay all of the allotted class 

period.

Absences are not excused, so use your absences wisely.  If you have a serious and compelling reason for absences beyond six (6) on MWF or four (4) on TR, you will need to talk to me.  I may suggest that you drop the class and take it when you can attend regularly.

If you miss a class period:


1.
You should be prepared to actively participate upon you return.  You should also make 


every effort to understand the material covered in class during your absence, as you will be 

responsible for it on exams and/or as part of your assignments.


2.
It is your responsibility to go My Ozarka for any handouts/assignments that might have been 

issued while you were out. 


3.
Please remember that some work, such as in class activities, quizzes, and participation 


points, cannot be made up.  If you miss class, you will miss points.

All assignments are due at the beginning of each class and should be should be submitted by their due dates. 

Classroom Policies

Professional behavior is required.  Punctual attendance and intelligent participation are expected.

Class Decorum --To ensure a beneficial and supportive learning environment, please observe the following:


1.
No whining allowed.  In other words, do not complain about assignments or any other 


course requirements --- Ozarka is a college.


2.
Act in a professional manner at all times.  Racism, sexism, crude or vulgar language, and 

harassing behavior of any type will not be tolerated and could result in your removal from 

the classroom.


3.
Avoid use of profanity as it will not be tolerated.


4.
Be respectful of your classmates, and do not talk while they are talking.  Each student is 


expected to take part in classroom discussions in a positive constructive manner.  


Students are encouraged to express their ideas in an adult professional manner.  Please 

remember to discuss ideas, not attack people.


5.
Do not carry on private conversations during lectures or class discussions.


6.
Turn off and put up (out of my sight) all electronic devices (pagers, cell phones, PDAs, 


walkmans, iPods, Blackberries,ect.) before coming to class.  Electronic communication of 

any sort (phone conversations, text messaging, etc,) will not be tolerated.


7.
Do not sleep in class or work on assignments from other courses.  Students who violate 


this rule well be asked to leave class and will be counted absent.


8.
Leaving the classroom while class is in process is unacceptable and should only happen 

in the case of extreme emergency.

9.
No children or visitors are allowed in class unless absolutely necessary and if 



arrangements have been made with me prior to class. (if abused, this policy may be 


changed.)


10.
Food and drink may be brought to class, but please not that you are responsible for any 


spills and for disposing of your containers.  (If abused, this policy may be changed.)
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