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Curriculum Committee
February 17, 2004

Members present included:  Kena Tyler, Rex Whitfield, Lisa Lawrence, and Mary Ellen Hawkins.  Visitors included Linda Morgan, JD McCrackin, Gin Brown, and Michael Orf.

Mary Ellen called the meeting to order at 11:16 a.m.  Kathryn Langston was excused because of illness.

Mary Ellen called for a motion on the minutes of the previous meeting; Kena moved that they be accepted as written and Gin Brown seconded.  The motion passed.

Proposals concerning the IST program were passed out and JD gave the committee the information concerning the proposed classed.  He noted in passing that students were asking about the possibility of a GIS degree.  That option will be pending until such time as those classes the college does offer show “productivity.”  Principles of GIS (attached) would be a primarily lecture type class exposing the students to the terminology and concepts in the GIS program.  The RS Principles and Interpretation class would guide students in correctly reading aerial photos and to create maps from those photos.  The S.T.A.R.S. Project Management Model (attached) will permit students to gather, collate, and implement collected data and then write a formal report with the collected information.  The Self-Guided Applications class is a more in depth class offering the student advanced opportunities to utilize the knowledge learned to this point.  A capstone for the GIS option.
These proposals created an intense question and answer session; Ms. Morgan expressed some concern that the names were so similar to the already in place Intro to GIS (1013).  She was also concerned about the idea of a lecture only class with no “hands on.”  In the following discussion, it was noted that this type of capstone would provide a plus for the community, the student, and the college.  JD added that there are businesses and individuals already requesting GIS mapping.  It was noted that the Principles and the RS classes could be combined and provide the opportunity for hands on as well as lecture.  Whatever is done JD would like to see it (or them) as a prerequisite for Intro to GIS (1013) – or permission of instructor.  The order of classes would be the Foundations class, Intro (1013), 1023, STARS, and Applications with Homeland Security as an elective.
It was decided to combine and rename the first two classes.  It will be called Principles and Foundations of GIS/RS.

Kena moved that subject to the renaming of Principles of GIS and RS and getting the syllabus together, that the proposal be accepted and passed on to Faculty Council.  She also moved that the S.T.A.R.S Project Management Model and the Self-Guided Applications proposals be accepted and passed on to Faculty Council.  Melissa Arnold seconded, and upon the voted the motion passed.  The proposals will be sent to Faculty Council.

Michael Orf presented two proposals concerning psychology.  The first was for the Abnormal Psychology class (attached).  This class is already offered but with no prerequisite.  The proposal would be for General Psych to be a prerequisite or permission of instructor.  This class is normally taught as an upper division class and will not transfer.
He presented a proposal for a Contemporary Psychology class to replace the Advanced Psychology class now offered.  ASU accepts the Advanced Psych as their Contemporary Psych class right now.  Mike thinks that the Contemporary Psych class would transfer.  He is working with ASU concerning this.  This class would deal with contemporary issues such as stress, mental illness, gay issues, and other items of current interest.  The prerequisite would be General Psych or permission of instructor.

Kena moved that a prerequisite be added to the Abnormal Psych class and that the Contemporary Psych class be offered in place of Advanced Psych, and that both classes be passed on to Faculty Council.  Rex seconded and upon the voted the motion passed.  The proposals will be sent to Faculty Council.

Adjournment:  12 noon
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