Curriculum Committee Meeting

May 1, 2003
Present:  Rex Whitfield, Kena Tyler, Samantha Thornsberry, Mary Ellen Hawkins, Stephen Baltz

Guests: Jeremy Nicholson, Gin Brown

Rex called the meeting to order at 11:07 a.m.

Rex moved that the minutes from the last meeting be approved as presented.  They were approved.

The first proposal presented was a proposal for the addition of Math Concepts I and Math Concept II for those in the Elementary Education program.  These courses will be part of that program.  Rex expressed a special thanks to Kathy Pearson and Tracy Webb for their help.

Gin noted that these courses may be approved by Arkansas Tech and maybe even UCA.

Rex was asked who was to teach these courses –math or education.  He answered that any course beginning with the math designation must be taught by a math instructor.  He added that College Algebra is a prerequisite for these two Math Concept courses.

These two courses will cover many math topics with hands-on projects.  The courses are designed so that Concepts I will be taught in the fall and Concepts II will be taught in the spring.

Kena moved that the proposal to add these two courses be approved and passed on to the Faculty Council.  Mary Ellen seconded and the motion passed.

The second proposal is from the IST department and is to add a 1-hour Leadership and Trend Studies course to the IST program.

When Astro was opened up for students to take some of the courses, this part was left out and Ms. Jones feels that this needs to be part of the IST program.  It will start in Fall 2003, and students will take it each semester.

Samantha moved that the proposal to add this 1-hour course be approved and passed on to the Faculty Council.  Mary Ellen seconded and the motion passed.

The next two proposals were from the English department.  One from Samantha Thornsberry is to add as an elective a Native American Literature class.  The one from Jeremy Nicholson is to add a Fantasy Literature class.  Both course offerings would be 2000 level and offered under Special Topics.

Samantha is to attend a 6-week Institute this summer and from that institute hopes to gain information for texts and a syllabus.  She noted that compared to other colleges, Ozarka College is lacking in offering English electives.  It was added that the Native American Lit class will transfer but the Fantasy Lit class will not.

The motion was presented to pass both of these proposals on to allow the teachers time to further develop the classes.  Mary Ellen moved that the proposals be passed on and Stephen seconded the motion and it passed.

Rex declared the meeting adjourned at 11:40 and all agreed.

Respectfully submitted,

___________________

Kena Tyler, Secretary
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