Curriculum Committee
October 25, 2005

Present: Kathryn Langston, Mary Ellen Hawkins, Kena Tyler, Michelle Cooper, Rex Whitfield, Melissa Arnold, Scott Pinkston, Karla Rush, Gin Brown, and Gary Phillips

The minutes of the August 11 combined Faculty Council/Curriculum Committee were read.  Mary Ellen moved that the minute be accepted, and Melissa seconded.  The minutes were approved.

Gary presented a proposal for a General Education certificate.  He noted that there is a statewide movement towards a Gen Ed certificate option in the two year schools.  He added that this certificate option is spreading across the nation.  This certificate would be halfway to the AA degree.  The rationale is that if the student would go this far, then he or she would be inclined to go on to complete an AA.  Transfer students would show as having completed a degree at Ozarka College rather than taking a few classes and then disappearing.  Gary further noted that research shows that a year of college affects an individual’s earning power.


There was the issue of having some working knowledge of computers as part of the core requirement, so that individuals would have some skills for the workplace.  Part of his proposal has a wide range of choices for the student.


Rex was against the computer class as part of the core requirement because most students already have computer knowledge.


Other issues brought up were financial ones, lack of an articulation agreement with other institutions concerning what would be transferable, the minimum GPA (2.0) to graduate, and could students take a type of CLEP test to opt out of the computer class.

Rex moved that this proposal be tabled until further steps had been taken to meet NCA guidelines and other work had been done.  After much discussion Michelle seconded the motion.  The motion passed and this proposal has been tabled for the present.

Kathryn talked about the SLOAN courses being offered for the victims of Katrina.  Under this program student received free tuition and were able to continue their education and not get behind.  Many (200) colleges participated and Ozarka College got 16 of the students enrolled.  She went on to note that the college has an opportunity to offer classes to more than the immediate service area.  Ozarka classes would be posted in the Sloan online catalog and available to anyone interested.  Approval would need to be gained.  It was noted that marginal classes could make whereas now student count is low.  Student (regardless of where they live) would register and go through the same procedures that students go through now.

Scott noted that there are a whole lot of things that need to be in place before an online classroom like this could happen.  It was noted that research needs to be done on what has to be in place before this type of option happens.  At this point everything is not in place.


Rex brought up the issue of revising the mission statement if this happens.  It was noted that we are already serving 16 counties.  There was talk about what has to be provided to the student.  Rex also noted that the trend seems to be away from personalized methods and those things that are the strengths of the college, such as teacher/student ratio and contact, knowing the students by name.  The issue was also brought up that the Technology committee needs to review the internet classes being offered.

Time ran out and the meeting was adjourned without anything being resolved.  Mary Ellen moved to adjourn and Melissa seconded.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Kena Tyler, secretary

