Curriculum Committee
October 30, 2003

Present:  Kathryn Langston, Melissa Arnold, Kena Tyler, BJ Jones, Joan Stirling, Mary Ellen Hawkins, Lisa Lawrence, Rex Whitfield.  Guests: Gin Brown, Linda Morgan, and JD McCrackin

Kathryn called the meeting to order at 11:14 a.m.

Kathryn noted that the minutes from the last meeting were in the public folders and then asked for a motion to accept the minutes.  BJ moved that the minutes be accepted and Melissa seconded.  The motion was put to a voted and  passed.

OLD BUSINESS:

Kathryn presented the data gathered from the surveys she took concerning the proposed accounting classes (attached).   This data will be presented to Faculty Council.
The committee then spoke about the proposed GIS classes: Introduction to GIS; the skills course, and the Homeland security course.  Kathryn suggested that these courses be voted on.  Melissa made the motion that these courses be passed on to the Faculty Council and BJ seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  During the following conversation, Joan mentioned that she had a list of names of people interested in the Homeland Security course.  This course will also be advertised.  In order to reduce confusion and duplication of effort, Gin and her department will handle contacting interested persons.  JD then mentioned that students wishing to take the Homeland Security class need to take Micro Apps or be familiar with the Microsoft software – Access, Excel, and Word as knowledge of these programs is essential to the success of the student.  Melissa then amended her proposal to include that this prerequisite be added.  BJ seconded.  The amendment passed.  Kathryn will add that information to the proposal and it will be forwarded to Faculty Council.
BJ presented a proposal to delete Trig and Applied Calculus from the IST Program (attached).  She felt, that after teaching this program for two years, these courses were not necessary for the student to have.  After some discussion Mary Ellen made the motion to approve the proposal and pass it on to Faculty Council.  Melissa seconded.  The motion passed and will be forwarded to Faculty Council.

Linda Morgan shared a letter from the Board of Higher Education relating to the idea of turning Culinary Arts into a two-year AAS degree.  She brought the initial proposal (attached) and explained that since our program is already approved by the Hospitality Association, the thinking is to enhance what Ozarka already offers.  This new degree would offer a couple of options – either hospitality or culinary arts.  Through a developed partnership it would be possible for the students to actually work in a restaurant environment (a capstone).   Ms. Morgan presented this to the curriculum committee to see what the committee thought of the idea and should the process be continued.  Mary Ellen moved that this new program would be good and should be pursued, and Rex seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
Gin reported that Ozarka is in the process of signing an agreement with Williams Baptist College for an AA to transfer and also with Flanders Smith.  Ozarka is updating its agreement with ASU, Jonesboro.

Joan reported that there is a little extra Title III money and Ozarka is working on the “President’s Project.”   A couple of small classrooms are being constructed where an instructor might teach a class that wouldn’t make in the ordinary run of things.  That class would be taped – lecture, PowerPoint, slides, films, and everything – and then the entire course would be burned on to a CD for issuance to a student or students wishing to take the class but not having enough enrollment for the class to make.  These CDs could also be sent to other institutions.
Rex reported some of the problems he was having with Polycom.  Linda suggested that this be reported to the Technology committee.

Mary Ellen made the motion to adjourn and Melissa seconded.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 11:51 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

___________________

Kena Tyler, Secretary

Curriculum Committee
October 30, 2003
2

