Curriculum Committee
September 25, 2003

Members present included:  Kathryn Langston, Kena Tyler, Joan Stirling, Lisa Lawrence, BJ Jones, Rex Whitfield, Mary Ellen Hawkins, and Karla Rush.  One visitor – JD McCrackin – was present.

Kathryn called the meeting to order at 11:14 a.m.

Joan refreshed the committee’s memory about the curriculum development flow (attached).  The plan was e-mailed by Ms. Morgan and has been posted to the curriculum committee public folder.  Joan also mentioned that the originator of a new course needs to present the assessment plan to determine the success of the class when presenting the new course.

Discussion about new course development followed and the things needed for presentation of a well developed plan.  Rex noted that in addition to the rationale and course description always provided, he felt that certain other things needed to be provided.  Things that included:  a syllabus, a time line for implementation, a time line for assessment, and potential finances.

Kathryn presented the courses passed at the last meeting (see public folder) with the addition of syllabi (attached).  Discussion followed about the need for bringing back to the curriculum committee assessment and how the course fulfilled course objectives.  Kathryn mentioned that some of the assessment devices she used included student responses on student surveys and pre and post tests.  It was suggested that she include an assessment plan and time line, which she will do before the proposed courses are presented to Faculty Council where they will be voted on.
Rex brought up an issue that faculty needs to consider.  When considering a new course, will this course enhance the “hireability” of the graduating student, or is the course being developed just to enable the student to meet his/her 12 credit load and to get Pell?

JD presented proposals and syllabi for three new courses (attached) to be offered in the IST program:  Intro to GIS/RS, Skills of GIS/RS, and Homeland Security.  He noted that the interest in these classes seemed to be phenomenal.  Cities and agencies such as Cherokee Village, the Forestry Department, White River Planning Development are very interested.  Some of the farmers are already using such technology to assess their farming needs.  JD further said that Lyon and Mtn. Home do not at this time have such course offerings in place.  He said that these courses will help provide career opportunities for students and there are benefits for businesses, police, and even Ozarka’s safety committee.

In the discussion that followed, it was suggested that this could be made into a track in the IST program.  These courses would increase enrollment in the IST program as well as graduates.  Students seem to like these classes because they are more structured than the ASTRO classes.  It was suggested that JD provide the time line, assessment methods for the courses and to provide a proposal for creating a track in the IST program.  He needs to check what is offered in other institutions offering this option.
Kena made the motion that these courses be accepted with the addition of the time line and assessment methods and passed on to Faculty Council.  Lisa seconded.  The motion carried.

Mary Ellen moved that the meeting be adjourned and Kena seconded. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Kena Tyler, Secretary
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