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The meeting was called to order by Brad Hollaway at 7:05 p.m.

Those who didn’t know everyone introduced themselves and then Brad made some opening remarks about the importance of the Business Advisory Committee.  He also mentioned that faculty and members of the business community need to put together.

Minutes:

A copy of the November 9, 2000 minutes was distributed to each member.  Kena Tyler asked if any changes or amendments needed to made to the minutes.  Karla Morgan moved that the minutes be accepted as written.  Bob Evins seconded the motion and the minutes were passed as written.

Old Business:

Introduction to Computers:

Kathryn Langston reported on the Introduction to Computers class discussed at the last meeting.  She gave everyone an overview of course content and noted that this course will be taught this summer.  She also noted that the course offering will be in the catalog for the fall semester.  In the following discussion these points were made:  That this course would satisfy the computer requirements for the nursing and automotive programs; Judy Cannady noted that Black River Tech offers such a course and all sections are filled; Brad Hollaway noted that Micro Apps and CIS assume a general knowledge of computers – which a number of students do not have – and Intro would solve this problem.  Overall reception to this class has been favorable.

Office 2000 and Windows 2000:

At the time of the last meeting, it was agreed to continue to use the existing software.  Now the high schools are teaching Office and Windows 2000.  Ms. Annette Schribner of Calico Rock High School e-mailed Ozarka faculty recommending that the college upgrade.  That recommendation has been acted upon.  Brad reported that new computers have been purchased, Ozarka College has an agreement with Microsoft, Office and Windows 2000 will be installed, and in the fall the business lab and business faculty will have new computers capable of handling the new demands.  Bob Evins noted that many businesses are now using 2000.

Business English:

Kena Tyler reported that Business English as such had been tabled.  She also reported that she taught Practical Writing this semester and would again in the fall.  With the heavy emphasis on grammar, mechanics, and spelling – she noted that she has seen an improvement in student written and spoken words.  She then reported that together with Kellie Young (English Instructor), they took a course called Technical Communications and renamed the course and rewrote the description to be more specific.  Kena then read to the committee the current course description as well as the proposed description change.  There was a consensus that this was a 

good idea.  Brad thanked Kellie and Kena for working together on this project.

New Business:

Guidelines for Program Advisory Committees:

Guidelines for Program Advisory Committees were distributed to each member of the committee.  Judy Cannady noted that the NCA team suggested a more structured way for committee members to be aware of their responsibilities.

Equipment Donations:

Kathryn reported that Mr. Kevin Kerr of Boeing offered equipment to be donated to Ozarka College.  The equipment could be used in the IST program as a learning means for the students.  Kathryn gave Mr. Kerr Scott Pinkston’s phone number.  She will check to see if this is being pursued.  Brenda Jones talked about some of the things to be taught in the IST program.  She asked about some obsolete equipment for the students to learn on.  Kathryn offered to donate a 286 for the program.

Tech Prep:


Karla Morgan talked about College Now! A tech prep program being developed with local high schools to articulate some of their courses for college credit at Ozarka College.  She went over some of the guidelines for articulation:  Students have to be in the program for two years before coming to Ozarka; students must maintain at least a B in their course work; high school courses will not be added in until the student has at least 12 hours on campus with satisfactory performance; and high school courses will only articulate with Ozarka College.  Karla noted that all area schools seem t be positive about the program.  Brad noted that it could be two years before Ozarka sees any of these students.

Any Other Business:

Brenda asked about business requirements and training in terms of computer knowledge.  Bob Evins noted that his company looks for 

employees with a good general knowledge of computers and then the employees receive in-house training relevant to the company’s particular software.  Several committee members noted that it was important for students to graduate very knowledgeable about computers.  Brenda noted that everything is highly technical.  JoAnn Gillihan noted that because of computer importance, her bank helps pay for the two-year degree.

There being no further business, Brenda Jones moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Kathryn Langston seconded the motion.  With a unanimous vote, the meeting adjourned at 7:43 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kena Tyler

