BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SUBCOMMITTEE

MEETING NOTES
November 20, 2003

Participants:

Kathryn Langston

Kena Tyler

Stephen Baltz

Brad Hollaway

JD McCrackin

Karla Rush

Beth McIntyre, KSAR Radio

Stephen Baltz called the meeting to order at 4:37 p.m.  Everyone then introduced his or herself.

Minutes:

 A copy of the March 6, 2003 minutes was distributed to the members.  After allowing everyone a brief time to go over the minutes, Steve asked if there were any changes.  There being no changes he then asked for a motion.  Brad made the motion that the minutes be accepted as written and Karla seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as written.

OLD BUSINESS

XP Upgrade:
It was briefly noted that Ozarka College did upgrade to XP in Fall 03 and will be upgrading to Microsoft 2003 in Fall 04.  Beth noted that where she works (KSAR), they use XP.

Advertising:

It was simply noted that the advertising campaign is going well.

Stone Co. Center:

Karla noted that the sign is up in Mtn. View showing the future home of Ozarka College.  One of the hold ups seems to be phone and Internet capabilities, which need to be in place.  The architects are working on a schematic of the new building.  The whole process moves but slowly.

Sharp county will be started first, but there are a couple of health things that have to be put into place before that facility can go forward.

MOUS Certification:

Kathryn reported that nothing has been done at this time.  She added that since the college is upgrading to the 2003 software, it is probably just as well.  She further noted that she’d submitted a request sometime back and has not heard anything back on it.  Some noted that businesses like having employees with certification.  Beth added that KSAR really prefers to do its own training since each business has its own procedures and ways of doing things.

IST Program:

JD reported that the IST program is being overhauled to get away from the CISCO requirements and adding more options for the students.  It is believed that this will pull more students into the IST program.  When asked how many students were in IST, he replied 10-12.  He added that he has 11 enrolled in the GPS courses right now.

Technical English:
Kena reported that the course seemed to be a success when she taught it last spring and so far has nine enrolled for this spring.  Karla made note of being able to offer this course to law enforcement students without benefit of Comp I.  This is to be looked into.
Computerized Accounting:

Kathryn reported that she offers this course online and every time it is offered, the class is full.  The software used is Quickbooks Pro which is what most local businesses use.  She went on to talk about the increasing number of courses offered online:  Desktop Publishing, Marketing to name just a couple.

NEW BUSINESS:

GIS/GPS:

JD made a presentation in the combined meeting which occurred before this session.  He went on to elaborate on the capabilities.  He noted that students start with the simple such as reading a map and move up to the more difficult such as using satellite images to calculate spatial relationships between different elements.  He talked about how this program would benefit people and businesses.  He then called up a thing that had been done with Denver CO where a two dimensional photo was combined with a flyover to create a three dimensional computer image.  Beth added some information about some students she knew of who had to design a satellite and launch it.  She added that NASA watched to see whose satellites made it up.  JD talked briefly about Homeland Security where the students actually use the plans developed by Washington DC.  They go on from there to map the local area and how everything would be handled from the disaster, evacuation, best routes, to the recovery.
Accounting Classes:

Kathryn reported on the three new accounting classes – Payroll, Income Tax, and Cost – to be added to the offerings starting Spring 04.  She added that Ozarka was looking into adding an Accounting option to the business program to give more students another viable option.

It was suggested that perhaps Ozarka look into offering a Time Management course.

Any Other Business:

Kathryn suggested that the roster for the Business Advisory committee needs to be updated and new people invited to participate.  Each member is to some recruiting and e-mail the names to Stephen Baltz.

The members then filled out the survey and gave them to Karla.

There being no other business, Karla Rush moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Brad seconded the motion.  With a unanimous vote, the meeting adjourned at 5:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Kena Tyler, Secretary
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