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Kena Tyler

Kathryn Langston
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Steve Baltz




Rusty Fraser, Stone Co Leader

JD McCrackin

Brad Hollaway called the meeting to order by at 4:35 p.m.

Minutes:

A copy of the March 19, 2002 minutes was distributed to the members.  Brad briefly went over some of the topics talked appearing in the minutes and then asked for any changes.  There were none.  Karla Ashlock moved that the minutes be approved as written and Kathyrn Langston seconded.  The minutes were approved as written.

OLD BUSINESS

Mous Certification:

Ozarka College is now using the textbooks for MOUS in three classes:  Access, Excel, and Word.  Kathryn noted that the college is looking into becoming a MOUS certification site.  UACCB offers this service, but it is felt that the students need to have this service closer to home.

IST Program:

BJ talked about the possibility of offering a GIS/GPS track at Ozarka College (global positioning).  She noted that hopefully this would be available in the near future.  Also the CIW (certified Internet Webmaster) track is a possibility for the college.  This is the creative side of the IST program.  BJ noted that she intended to take the courses that would allow her to teach the course on campus.  Her feeling is that since most students in the IST Program want to stay in the area, these tracks would offer those students a saleable skill they could use in this area.

BJ added that the requirements for the IST Program are tough and she lost a couple of students from the program and picked up another.  Most students seem to have problems with the math.   She further noted that students in her tech class are doing trend studies where they have to do all the research, compile the data, and at the end of two years create a portfolio and do a presentation.

She added later that she has had calls requesting someone who can help build a web page.  Most web pages are static and individuals want someone who can handle the more advanced capabilities.

Technical English:

Kathryn noted that Ozarka College’s new Technical Writing class has 10 students, and Kena added that one student is already putting the knowledge learned in the class to use.

Computerized Accounting:

Kathryn went on to add that the QuickBooks Pro is being taught in the Computerized accounting class.  This class is full every time and she has received calls from businesses wanting students with QuickBooks skills.  It was noted that this class offers an option that is not in Microsoft.  Members began a short discussion on the different accounting type packages as well as the pros and cons.

NEW BUSINESS:

XP Upgrade:

The whole campus will be upgraded to Microsoft XP for the fall semester (have 2000 now).  The reasons for the upgrade include being able to get XP cheaper than keeping the site license for 2000, and all the new computers are being sold with XP installed on them, and most of the high schools have already gone to XP.  It was noted that this will require a change in textbooks.  Brad added that he had already contacted the publishers.  Members began a discussion of the differences between XP and 2000.  Such differences as XP creating quick launch buttons for frequently used programs, a reveal codes, and no desktop icons.

Advertising:

The members began a discussion of the various methods of advertising that Ozarka College uses.  Rusty felt that billboard advertising for education was not the most efficacious way to advertise.  Radio is better but more expensive.  A web page would be a good option since most students check the college web page.  There was some more discussion about the advantages that computers give businesses and students.  Rusty noted how computers helped him with the production of the local paper during the recent snow and ice.

Stone Co Campus:

There was a fund raising reception held in Mtn. View recently and the overall response was positive.  The current mayor and the president of the Stone Co Industrial Development Committee are pro education and very in favor of the new center.  The concurrent program offered by Ozarka College allowed Mr. Tim Gammell’s (president of SCDC) daughter to enter the university at a sophomore level.

Kathryn noted that Ozarka College received a number of students from the closing of a couple of businesses and that these students were hard workers and achievers.

Any Other Business:

There being no other business, Karla Ashlock moved that the meeting be adjourned.  BJ seconded the motion.  With a unanimous vote, the meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Kena Tyler, Secretary
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