BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SUBCOMMITTEE

MEETING NOTES

March 8, 2004

Participants:

Stephen Baltz


JD McCrackin

Brad Hollaway


Steve Benoit

Kathryn Langston

JoAnn Gillihan (FNBC)

Kena Tyler

Before the meeting was called to order, the participants took time to fill out the survey and gave them to Kathryn.

Stephen called the meeting to order at 4:28 p.m., and at this time a copy of the advisory committee guidelines was passed out to those individuals not having a copy (attached).

Minutes:

A copy of the November 20, 2003 minutes was distributed to the members.  After allowing everyone a brief time to go over the minutes, Stephen asked if there were any changes.  There being no changes, he then asked for a motion.  JD made the motion that the minutes be accepted as written and Steve seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as written.

OLD BUSINESS

GIS/GPS:

JD reported that two new classes have been approved by the Curriculum Committee and Faculty Council, and most likely will be offered in the fall.  The S.T.A.R.S. class will be a research and hands on type of class.  The Spring class will be a capstone type of class for the GIS program.  It is felt by JD that students going through this program will be able to obtain jobs where they can use this type of technology.
JoAnn mentioned that her students have been using this technology to map Melbourne (which is in a floodplain) – something called digital elevation model.

IST Program:

Kathryn mentioned that the IST program has been revamped and the CISCO component has been taken out, and the program made more practical for the area.

Accounting:

Kathryn noted that several accounting classes have been added (payroll, cost, Income Tax), and the level of interest may determine whether and accounting option will be added to the AAS program.

Upgrades:

Ozarka College is upgrading to Microsoft 2003 in the fall, and at this time there are no perceived problems.  It seems that the only change is in Outlook.  It does run on an XP operating system.  Some of the texts will need to be changed.  It was noted in passing that H101 will be remodeled during the summer.

NEW BUSINESS

Assessment:

Kathryn mentioned that the business department had met and revised the evaluation procedures to reflect uniformity regardless of who teaches it.  Also discussed and revised at that meeting was the scoring criteria being used.  She added that those instructors teaching Micro Apps need to do the same type of revision.

On Line Classes:

Kathryn reported that Ozarka is now offering more on line classes.  Some of those include:  Financial Planning, Money and Banking, Marketing, Computerized Accounting, CIS, Business Principle, and Desktop Publishing.

Kathryn mentioned to JoAnn that the Check packets she gets from FNBC are wonderful, and they help teach students how to balance checkbooks and reconcile bank statements.

MOUS Certification:

Steve inquired about MOUS Certification and what kind of follow up has been done.  It was reported that at present nothing has been done.  It was suggested that someone take this on as a project – to have Ozarka College as a certification center.  Steve noted that as he is out and about, he will inquire as to interest and feasibility.
Brad noted that this could be used as an advertising strategy for the college.  Steve followed up with a remark that once the potential students came for certification, they could well become interested in other offerings the college has.  It was noted in passing that neither the testers nor instructors have to be MOUS certified.  Brad is to research MOUS certification feasibility.

The committee talked about the pros and cons of having this type of certification in relationship to seeking a job.  Kathryn noted that because of the rapid takeover of technology in business, teaching these skills is essential.

Steve asked JoAnn what type of software her bank used.  The bank mostly uses a specialty software.

Any Other Business:

The committee talked about adding an Outlook component to a class – ASP II was suggested as the best place.  A program would have to be found that would permit utilizing the software without being tied into a network.  Steve said he would check with the textbook publishers about an Outlook package that would permit learning on a stand alone basis.
Brad mentioned that he is teaching a PowerPoint class this summer in Ash Flat (depending on interest).

There being no other business, Brad made a motion to adjourn, and JD seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 5:19 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________
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