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Lunch Served 11AM-
12:30 PM Daily.  
Cost: $3.00  or $3.50 
with dessert. 

M E N U :  

Mon 1/22 
Chef Salad 
Tue1/23 
Baked Fish 
Wed 1/24 
Spaghetti & Salad 
Thu 1/25 
Baked Chicken 
Fri 1/26 
Sub Sandwich  
 
Mon 1/29 
Chicken Fried  
 Steak 
Tue 1/30 
Fried Chicken 
Wed 1/31 
Pork Roast 
Thu 2/1 
BBQ Plate 
Fri 2/2 
Burrito Bake 
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College Connection  
Ozarka College lost a valuable member of its faculty on January 5, 2007 .  Dr. 
Wally Pittman, known affectionately by his students as “Uncle Wally,” taught 
social science classes at Ozarka for ten years after he and his wife, Mary Lou, 
moved to Horseshoe Bend from Prescott (South Arkansas) in 1996.   
 
Besides family -especially his grandchildren- and teaching, Pittman’s passion 
was fishing.  In fact, he and Mary Lou had recently moved to their new home 

in Cotter on the White River.  A quote on his office door reads: “…believing that on the river 
you can find solitude without loneliness." 
 
Wally had expressed one word to sum up what he liked most about Ozarka: “Students.”  He had 
stated a few years back during an interview, “I enjoy all the students, but I really find non-
traditional students interesting.  The contribution they bring to class is priceless and they usually 
do not realize how much life knowledge they have to offer.  It is really great to watch them gain 
self-confidence in class.”    
 
Uncle Wally will be missed by many of those students that he enjoyed teaching, as well as his col-
leagues and friends at Ozarka.  There is a discussion on my.ozarka.edu for those students wanting 
to post memorials.   
 
Mrs. Pittman has requested in lieu of flowers, to please donate to Ozarka College Foundation in 
Pittman’s name.   For more information contact the Development office 368-2059. 

Around Campus 
♦ Collegiate Ministry Meetings 

are Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 
11:00 a.m., in the Dining Hall.                     

♦ Harriet Tubman: The Under-
ground Railroad Drama Club 
play Wed. Jan. 24  10:00 AM 
Miller Auditorium.  

♦ PTK Meeting  Jan. 30, 11:00 AM 
C116 Compressed Video -Miller 
Complex. 

♦ FBLA High School          
Competition Day  
 January 31st I 

 
CHECK THE NEW ONLINE 
CAMPUS CALENDAR FOR  

MORE UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Ozarka College Culinary Arts Department will hold a Restaurant 
Night in honor of Valentine’s Day, on Friday, February 9th.  This dinner 
will be reserved seating only between 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM in the Main, 
Administration Building in the Dining Room.   
 
The menu selection for this dinner will be ala carte with prices based on 
the entrée selected.  The feature entrée is a Chateaubriand Platter for 
two.  There will be other entrées and menu selections available including 
a seafood choice. 
 
According to Culinary Instructor, Linda Taylor, “restaurant night has 
become a time-honored learning method for our culinary students and a 
favorite for the community!”  She adds, “This real world application al-
lows students the opportunity to serve the public in a real, restaurant 
style setting.  The students also prepare the food and presentation for 
the meal.”  
 
Seating is limited, please contact the Culinary Arts Department at 870-
368-2062 for reservations.   

Culinary’s Restaurant Night: Valentine Dinner 

See 
Page 3 

for More 
Info on 

the 
 BIG 

READ 
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Cooper, Levi Taylor, Cody 
Moser; 3rd – Joe Russell, David 
Cantrell, Rocky Morgan, Jesse 
Whitmire. 
    Second Flight winners were:  
1st – Danny Moser, Connie 
Moser, Jake Moser, Carroll 
Manry; 2nd – Dusty Johnston, 
Mike DeLong, Chaney Cole-
man, Scott Pinkston; 3rd – 
Dennis Wilson, Elaine Wilson, 
Clay Moser, Linda Moser.  
    Individual hole contest win-
ners included Daniel Taylor, 
Abby Cooper, and David 
Cantrell.  Mike Cone won the 
cash prize in the putting con-
test. 
    Event sponsors for the 
tournament were Centurytel 
and former board member, 
Gwenn Lea of Horseshoe 
Bend.  Other tournament 
sponsors included: Automo-

tive Unlimited; Bank of Salem; 
Brad Wheelis, DDS; Bradley Sipe, 
Attorney at Law; Campbell’s 
Auto Sales; Clark Services; Dil-
lard-Fowlkes Motor Company; 
Eddie’s Family Funeral Home; Eric 
Bray, Attorney at Law; Hatfield 
Ready Mix, Howard Funeral 
Home; J & R Supply; Inkspot; John 
Teague Sales; Matthew Dellinger, 
Attorney at Law; NAEC; North 
Central Insurance; Oral Hender-
son; Ozark Wireless-Alltel; Qual-
ity Floor Coverings; Sharp Realty; 
Skeeter’s; Sonya Wiles Dental 
Clinic; State Farm Insurance, Fred 
Lamb, Agent; Unique Business 
Forms and Systems, Inc.; and 
Zook’s Possum Trot.  

    October 7th, was the 
Ozarka College Foundation 
annual fall golf tournament.  
Twenty-five teams of golfers 
assembled at Coopers Hawk 
Golf Club in Melbourne to 
play an 18-hole scramble with 
proceeds benefiting the 
Ozarka Foundation.  Again this 
year, First National Banking 
Company served as corporate 
sponsor for the event.  
    The Championship Flight 
winners were:  1st – Skeeter 
Beene, Eric Harris, Tommy 
Duncan, Matt Haley; 2nd – Tim 
Dockins, Jesse Dockins, Rick 
Fowler, John Shelton, 3rd – Ben 
Cooper, Joe Cooper, Doyle 
Cooper, Daniel Taylor. 
    First Flight winners were: 1st 
– Ron Patterson, Jimmy Jones, 
Kevin Patterson, Larry Dun-
can; 2nd – Nick Davidson, Sam 

First Annual Fall Festival Proved Fun for All  

The Ozarka College Student Services Department hosted the first annual Fall Festival in Melbourne 
on October 12th.  Many departments, programs and student organizations were involved in the 
event which included food, fun, and games for children of all ages.  Director for Student Support 
Services, Deltha Shell, took the lead of organizing this successful event. 
 
The Fall Festival took place in front of the John E. Miller Education Complex.  There was also a bake 
sale in the culinary arts department.  Some of the student organizations were able to utilize this 
event as a fundraiser for their clubs, but many of the activities were free.  The  Student Services 
provided hot dogs, popcorn, and sodas at no charge.  They also had a bean bag toss, duck pond and 
water gun shoot contest, as well as a t-shirt giveaway.   
 
Other games at the Fall festival included a dart throw by student council, an obstacle course by the 
Paul Miller Fitness Center, Karaoke by the Adult Education and Advancement, golf putting by infor-
mation systems, cupcake walk by the kids academy, grab bags by PTK, beanie babies and free throw 
shoot by PBL, and the popular Jail and Bail by the nursing students.  Nursing had scheduled a dunk-
ing booth, but opted for hot chocolate sales after the weather turned chilly.   
 
Vice President for Student Services, Ron Helm expressed his appreciation to everyone who was 
involved with the Fall Festival.  “Along with Deltha Shell, there were many people responsible for 
organizing and carrying out this fun event and we are grateful for their hard work.  This was the first 
time Ozarka College has held a Fall Festival and although we were not certain how it would turn 
out, we were extremely pleased with the attendance.  It is estimated that more than 200 came out 
for the festivities and we will look forward to doing this again next year.”   

Championship Team 

“Ozarka College 

is a true asset to 

our community 

both for their 

considerate 

employees and 

the affordability 

and convenience 

that is offered.” 

-Karen Schisler 

Ozarka Begins Student Success Series 
 Ozarka College has grown 

by leaps and 
bounds over the 
last few years.  In 
fact, Ozarka has 
doubled in size 
over the last ten 
years with enroll-
ment reaching an 
all time record 
this past fall and 
the addition of 
two permanent 
off campus sites 
in Ash Flat and 
Mountain View.   

 
With so many students at-
tending and graduating from 
Ozarka College, there is a 
myriad of success stories 
around Ozarka’s service 
area.  Ozarka hopes to ran-
domly showcase some of 
these successes throughout 
the year.  
 
First National Banking Com-
pany (FNBC) has many em-
ployees who have attended 
and/or graduated from 
Ozarka College.  One em-
ployee, Karen Schisler, is 
proud of her achievements 
both with the bank and with 
her education.  Karen began 
working for FNBC in 1995 
as a part-time teller.  About 
that same time she was a 
student in Ozarka’s Business 
Technology Program.  
  

She not only graduated with 
an Associate of Applied Sci-
ence degree in Business 
Technology, she came back 
to Ozarka College in 1999 
to obtain an additional de-
gree in banking and finance 
to help with her career.   
 
Schisler has been promoted 
several times during her 
tenure at FNBC, including 
eight years as a Loan Assis-
tant at the bank’s main 
branch in Ash Flat.  In Au-
gust, she moved to the new-
est branch in Mountain 
Home as the Mortgage Loan 
Originator.   
 
The Community President 
for the Mountain Home 
branch of FNBC, Ron Proc-
tor states that Karen is a 
positive addition to the 
Mountain Home banking 
team and adds, “I have been 
very impressed with Karen's 
home lending knowledge 
and she has already devel-
oped an excellent reputation 
with her customers, real-
tors, and closing agents.  
Karen is known for her ex-
cellent communication to 
her clients and I am confi-
dent Ozarka is proud to 
showcase her success as a 
graduate of their fine institu-
tion.”   

 
 

Karen says the best feature 
of Ozarka is the caring and 
understanding faculty and 
staff that work at the institu-
tion.  “Had it not been for 
the scheduling flexibility that 
my instructors granted me 
with my fulltime job, I would 
not have been able to finish 
my degree in a timely man-
ner.  They realize that many 
of their students are work-
ing adults who have fami-
lies.” She further adds, 
“Ozarka College is a true 
asset to our community 
both for their considerate 
employees and the afforda-
bility and convenience that is 
offered.” 
  
When asked what advice 
she would give to a current 
student at Ozarka, she says, 
“To be persistent in obtain-
ing an education.  Don’t let 
anyone or anything stop you 
from getting that degree, 
because in the long run you 
will appreciate it!” 
 
Karen’s husband, Andy is an 
Emergency Medical Techni-
cian with Spring River Para-
medic Ambulance and they 
have a six year old daughter, 
Caitlyn.  They recently relo-
cated to Gassville from 
Cherokee Village.  Karen 
enjoys spending time with 
her family as well as her 
hobby of scrapbooking.   

Ozarka College will offer a course in child care orientation training  (CCOT) in November at 
the main campus in Melbourne.  This training is being offered in partnership with the Division 
of Child Care and Early Childhood Education of the Arkansas Department of Human Services 
and the University of Arkansas. 
 
This program is recommended for childcare personnel with little or no training in a child care 
setting.  Graduates from the CCOT course are also eligible to apply for Child Development 
scholarships applicable for further training offered by Ozarka College. 
(Continued on Page 3) 

Ozarka to Offer Child Care Training 
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Ozarka College will present The Big Events as part of its month-long celebration of The 
Grapes of Wrath on Tuesday, February 6 at 10:00 a.m., at Ozarka-Mountain View, and 
1:00 p.m., in Melbourne; on Thursday, February 8 at 10:00 a.m., at Salem High School, 
and 1:00 p.m. at Ozarka -Ash Flat .  
 
Ozarka College is one of 72 communities nationwide participating in the Big Read, an 
initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) designed to restore reading to 
the center of American culture. The NEA sponsors the Big Read in partnership with the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services and in cooperation with Arts Midwest.  
  
The Big Event will feature Nancy Steinbeck, former spouse of John Steinbeck IV, the 

youngest son of John Steinbeck, who died in 1991.  Ms. Steinbeck will conduct readings from their dual memoir, 
The Other Side of Eden: Life with John Steinbeck.   
  
Ozarka’s Director of Planning and Special Projects, Joan Stirling, who is organizing the Big Read said, “The char-
acters created by John Steinbeck in The Grapes of Wrath are so real and true to life that one is awed by the 
genius of the author.   Steinbeck gives so much dignity to the common man, who has been reduced to a shame-
ful existence by life’s twists and turns that one is awed by the goodness of the author.” 
  
Stirling continues, “As an awe-struck reader, one cannot help but wonder what life was like for this Nobel prize 
winning genius, who honored the common man.  Was his existence smooth and easy? Was it filled with as many 
twists and turns as experienced by his characters?  The Other Side of Eden: Life with John Steinbeck shows us 
verbal snapshots of the darker and more troubled dynamics in the life of this literary icon, as seen through the 
eyes of a son, from childhood through adulthood.  Nancy Steinbeck writes of the tragic ripple effect that mani-
fested throughout her marriage to John IV by combining her memories with his. 
 
 “Both books, which cover together a time span from the 1930’s through the year 2000, have highly relevant 
lessons for us today. Please join us at the Big Event as we kick-off The Big Read!  All gain wisdom the hard way 
through life itself, but, if we are smart, we can gain wisdom through reading and circumvent life’s hardships for 
ourselves.  The reading of these two books will do this for us. 
  
“We are so privileged to have Nancy Steinbeck share with us her insight into the life of the author, his son, and 
life in general by reading from their memoir.  This opportunity does not come our way very often.” 
 
For more information on this event, please contact Stirling at jstirling@ozarka.edu or 870-368-2007. Other 
events taking place during the month of February include the Big Discussion in Melbourne on February 23, and 
the Big Eat and Fashion Show in Melbourne on February 28.  View a full calendar of events for the Big Read at 
ozarka.edu. 

 Big Read at Ozarka Presents The Big Events 

CCOT (continued from Page 2)  
Topics to be covered in this CCOT course include child growth and development, children’s health, developmen-
tally appropriate practice, handling emergencies, child safety, communication, observation, assessment/accountability 
and human diversity. 
 
Classes meet February 6, 8, 13, and 15 from 5:30 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.  Amy Pinkston, Director of Ozarka Kids 
Academy, will be the instructor for the CCOT course. 
 
Even though this training is provided free of charge, enrollment is limited.  To register, call 870-368-7868. 
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show support for the implementa-
tion of the program.   
 
“Ozarka College was pleased at the 
number of letters of support for 
the program submitted with the 
proposal by area health care enti-
ties,” stated Johnston.  “The dili-
gent efforts of Ruby Johnson and 
other college personnel, along with 
the community support were cru-
cial to the approval by the board of 
nursing.”   
 
He adds, "The expansion of the 
LPN program to the off-campus 
sites in Ash Flat and Mountain View 
gives Ozarka College another ave-
nue to serve the students, the com-
munities, and the allied health em-
ployers in our service area of north 
central Arkansas.  Students se-
lected into the programs will be 

The Arkansas State Board of Nurs-
ing approved the request by 
Ozarka College to implement Li-
censed Practical Nursing programs 
at the off-campus sites in Ash Flat 
and in Mountain View at their quar-
terly meeting on January 11.  The 
proposal was produced and submit-
ted by Ozarka College Director of 
Nursing, Ruby Johnson, Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs, Dr. Mike 
DeLong, and President, Dr. Dusty 
R. Johnston.   
 
The program will utilize classroom 
space at the present Ozarka Col-
lege locations in Ash Flat and 
Mountain View, as well as numer-
ous clinical sites provided by sup-
portive health care entities in the 
region.  White River Medical Cen-
ter was represented at the meeting 
by Joe Walls and Karen Craft to 

able to attend classes with more 
convenience and less travel, com-
munities will benefit from more 
educational opportunities, and al-
lied health employers will have 
more home grown licensed practi-
cal nurses to hire into the work-
force.  Ozarka College is happy to 
be moving forward with this impor-
tant expansion."  
 
The Ozarka College LPN program 
faculty and staff will be working 
hard to implement the new nursing 
programs beginning in the Fall se-
mester of 2007. The new programs 
will include all appropriate course 
work, but will be condensed to an 
eleven month program starting in 
August and ending in July.  Applica-
tion information will be available 
soon. 

Ozarka Announced Expansion of LPN Program 


