CURRICULUM PROPOSAL

OZARKA COLLEGE

	Course Title
	Introduction to Film Studies

	CIP Code
	DRAMA 2003


	Contact Person(s)
	Rodney Williams



	Effective date of proposal
	01-09-08


	Proposal Summary
	(Provide a general description of the proposed curriculum change or development)

The Division of Arts and Humanities would develop and offer a three hour course entitled Introduction to Film as a fine arts elective.  One in-class  and one on line section per academic semester would be offered.



	Need for the proposal
	(Provide data on student interest, job availability, corporate demands, and employment projections.  Focus on need in North Central Arkansas: is there sufficient demand, etc.)
Student Interest:  Numerous students have indicated an interest in a fine art elective.
Community Interest:  Given the general interest in the arts in our service area this course could draw several community members to campus and on line for the course.
Community Enrichment:  Given the overall lack of diversity in entertainment and cultural enrichment in our area this course could be a valuable enrichment tool which would help our students and diverse college community understand the need for serious cultural enrichment.


	Curriculum outline
	(Include prerequisites, course description, syllabus, suggested textbook, etc.)

See Attached syllabus


	Faculty needed for proposal
	Current full time faculty (Rodney Williams and Judy Cannady) would teach the course.


	Description of resources
	(Present library resources including relevant holdings; current instructional facilities including classrooms, instructional equipment and technology, and laboratories, etc.)
 Some additional library materials would be acquired as needed.


	Costs associated with the activity
	(New administrative costs; cost, if any, of additional faculty; new library resources and cost; new facilities and costs; distance delivery costs, if applicable; and any other costs associated with the proposal.  If no new costs, explain.)

Additional library  DVD/Blu Ray holdings would required 

	Source of funding (if needed)
	Minor increase in the library DVD/Blu Ray holdings

	Similar activities in colleges within a 50 mile range


	Lyon College – ENG  340  Film Studies
Arkansas Tech University – ENGL 3173  Studies in Film
Arkansas State University – THEA 3203  Motion Picture Appreciation
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	Assessment Methods
	

	Implementation Date
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(Add to Curriculum Committee Calendar)
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	Date:

(Based on assessment measurements including course evaluation of instructions following the first offering of the curriculum.) (Add to Curriculum Committee Calendar)
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	Date:

	
	


COURSE SYLLABUS
DRAM 2003:  

Introduction to Film Studies
Section:  

1
Semester:

Fall 2009
Instructor:

Rodney Williams

Office Phone:

870-368-2072

College Fax:

870-368-2091

E-Mail:

rwilliams@ozarka.edu

Office Hours:

M W F
9:00 -- 11:00
T R
9:30 -- 11:00




3:00 -- 4:00

3:00 -- 4:00
Times:


T R 11:00 – 12:20
Class Room:

Miller 106

Prerequisites:
There are no prerequisites for Introduction to Film Studies but it is recommended the student be in or have completed English Composition I.
Course Description:
Introduction to Film Studies exams the origin and development of film from the early 20th concentrating on the creative elements used in the development of film aesthetics around the world.  Film criticism using the application of scholarly and popular critical standards is stressed.  (3 lecture hours)
Rationale:
Film is an art form, just like painting, sculpture, music, literature, architecture, dance and theatre.  As an art form film helps us understand what it means to be human.  Film helps us understand our culture and other cultures.  The cinematic art form, film, has become integrated into our lives; it influences how we think, what we wear, the language we use, what we do, how we vote and even what we believe.  
Film is the single most influential art form in the world today. Cinema is a world art form we can easily share with a wide range of other people.  The moving picture crosses cultural boundaries time and time again.  It can take the student to times and places they will never see and introduce them to people from around the world.  It can enhance understanding and promote tolerance.
Introduction to Film Studies can help the students develop their aesthetic standards as well their verbal and written criticism skills.  The most popular movies are not always the best films.  By exposing the student to a range of cinema and developing an awareness of viewing and critical techniques the students become a better and more articulate consumer of film.

Outcomes/Learning Objectives:

Discipline Objectives:
Upon successful completion of Introduction to Film Studies at Ozarka College the 
student should be able to

I.
To demonstrate knowledge of film history, from the silent cinema to the present day;
II.
To demonstrate cinematic literacy; to have acquired the critical and technical vocabulary that 
enables students to describe and analyze cinematic productions:
III.
To explain how the technology of movies relates to film art;
IV.
To discuss the place of film in American popular culture;
V.
To discuss the role of genre in film history, and the relationship between genre and social history;
VI.
To define how the concept of "realism" relates to motion pictures;
VII.
Question our roles as passive spectators, and have developed the ability to think critically about 
popular culture.
VIII.
To discuss film as expressions of individual and human values within an historical and social 
context;
IX.
To respond critically to works in the arts and humanities;
X.
To articulate an informed personal reaction to works in the arts and humanities.
XII.
To examine multiple interpretive possibilities of and formulate arguments about cinematic 
productions: 
XIII.
To discuss the manner that interpretations of cinematic productions both reflect the culture that 
produced them and change over time:
XIV.
Evaluate cinematic works in light of aesthetic and historic precedents:

Text/Required Materials:


The Art of Watching Films, 7th Edition


Joseph M. Boggs and Dennis W. Petrie


ISBN – 978-0-07-331028-2


Publisher McGraw-Hill
Copyright:  2007

The in class student will be required to purchase a notebook suitable for use as a journal.  

The on line student will be required 
to subscribe to an on-line video service (NetFlix, Blockbuster, etc.) in order to access the film for home viewing.
Methods of Instruction:

1:     
Assigned readings in the textbooks and other sources


2:
Numerous viewing assignments both within the class and at home


3:     
Classroom discussions


4:     
Classroom activities


5:     
Homework


6:     
Chapter Quizzes and Unit Exams


7:     
Mid-Term and Final Exams


8:    
Lectures


9:     
Student Projects
Evaluation Procedures:
Assigned Readings:
The assigned readings are the foundation of our lectures, assignments, and 
exams.  The assigned readings outlined for each chapter are in the Course Schedule.  It is 
expected that 
students will complete readings before the assigned date.  You are strongly 
encouraged to bring your text to class for reference.  While not always discussed in class, all 
assigned readings represent testable material.
Viewing/Writing Assignment:  During the course of the semester students will be asked to "engage" 
history using the media and popular culture.  The students will write a brief evaluation of the 
media source using critical thinking skills and college level writing skills.
Classroom Discussions:  Each student is expected to take part in classroom discussions in a positive 
constructive manner.  Students are encouraged to express their ideas in an adult professional 
manner.  Please remember to discuss ideas, not attack people.
Classroom Activities:  There will be several classroom activities during the semester.  All students are 
expected to participate in a positive professional manner.
Homework:  All students are required to hand in homework in a timely fashion.  Homework handed in late 
will have the grade reduced.
Chapter Quizzes and Unit Exams:  During the semester there will a series of chapter quizzes and three 
unit exams.  Unit exams may have multiple choice, true/false, matching, and short essay 
questions.  Chapter quizzes and unit exam will be taken on-line.
Mid-Term and Final Exams:  All students are required to take the mid-term and final exam.  Mid-term and 
final exams may have multiple choice, true/false, matching, and short essay questions. Mid-term 
and final exams will be taken in class
Student Projects:  During the course of the semester the student will be required to complete two 
projects related to the course material and the student's individual academic or professional 
goals.  Projects are highly individualized but are expected demonstrate college level critical 
thinking, communication, and organizational skills.

Grading Scale:

Course Requirement:

 

Classroom Discussions/Participation =  
100 points



Classroom Activities/Participation = 

100 points



Homework = 




100 points



Chapter Quizzes and Unit Exams = 

200 points

   

Mid-term and Final Exams = 


200 points

  

Viewing/Writing Assignment = 

200 points



Student Projects =



200 points

Grading Scale:
Letter grades will be based on the following scale of total possible points
   

A  
(Excellent)
= 
90% to 100% of total possible points 

   
B  
(Good)

= 
80% to 89% of total possible points
   

C  
(Average) 
= 
70% to 79% of total possible points

   
D  
(Below Average) =
60% to 69% of total possible points
   

F  
(Failing)
= 
59% or Less of total possible points
Academic Integrity:
If an occurrence of cheating is detected, that student(s) grade will be adjusted accordingly, ranging from a grade penalty on the test or assignment involved - to an "F" in the course. When a penalty for cheating is invoked, the instructor is required to submit to the Vice President of Academic Affairs, immediately following the occurrence, a statement of circumstances, the name of the student(s) involved, and the penalty imposed. A student involved has the right to appeal the action through the Academic Grievance Procedure.

Make-Up Policy:

1:
There is no make-up for in class discussions, activities, and exercises that are missed. If 

you miss class, you miss the points.


2:     
Missed homework assignments, writing assignments, and student projects must be 


handed in the next class session the student attends.  Homework, writing assignments, 


and projects handed in late will have the grade reduced by ten (10) percent.  Homework, 

writing assignments, and projects not handed in during the next class session will not be 


accepted and will receive a zero (0) grade. 


3:     
Chapter quizzes and unit exams:  The student is allowed to make up one chapter quiz and 

unit exam.  The quiz and exam must be made up after the final unit exam.  Any chapter 


quizzes and unit exams missed in excess of the first one will receive a zero (0) grade.


4:  
The mid-term and final exams may only be only be made up under extraordinary 



circumstances.  The instructor will require documentation to verify the cause of the 


absence.  


Attendance Policy:
Regular class attendance and punctuality are required for all classes.  If a student must miss due to illness, emergency, or college business, it is the student's responsibility to make up any class work they missed.  According to the student handbook, after a student misses the equivalent of two weeks of class sessions, the instructor has the prerogative of assigning a grade "F" for the course.

Special Needs:
Any student with special needs that may require any adaptation or modification of classroom work is responsible for informing the faculty of those needs and possible modifications/adaptations.

Important Dates:
Set by the academic calendar
Course Outline:
Unit 1.
Film as Art

Week One.
The Art of Cinema




Student as Consumer and Critic



Viewing Assignment:  Student’s Choice



Week Two.
Cinematic Focus




Focus on Theme 



Viewing Assignment:  Shakespeare In Love 

Week Three.
Film Analysis




Elements of a Good Story




Characterization




Allegory, Symbolism, and Irony



Viewing Assignment:  Citizen Kane


Unit One Exam

Unit 2.
Film as Vision

Week Four.
Visual Design




Color vs. Black & White




Screen Format




Production Design




Costume, Make-up, and Lighting 



Viewing Assignments:
Battleship Potemkin or Birth of a Nation






Sweeney Todd or Chicago

Week Five.
Cinematography




Cinematic Points of View




Cinematic Composition




 Visual Effects



Animation



Viewing Assignment:
Lord of the Rings:  Return of the King or The Dark Knight






Shrek or Kung Fu Panda


Week Six.
Editing 



Coherence and Continuity




Rhythms, Tempo, and Time Control




Creative Juxtaposition



Viewing Assignment:
Ran or 2001:  A Space Odyssey







The Godfather or The Grapes of Wrath

Week Seven.
Color



Discovering Color in the Movies




Uses of Color




Color vs. Black & White



Viewing Assignment:
Pleasantville or The Wizard of Oz






Sin City or 300


Unit Two Exam 
Unit 3.
Film as Sound

Week Eight.
Sound and Modern Film




Dialogue




Sound Effects




Sound, Silence, and Rhythm




Sound and International Films 



Viewing Assignment:
A Prairie Home Companion or Walk the Line






Life is Beautiful or The Thin Red Line


Week Nine. 
The Musical Score




General functions of the Musical Score




Special functions of the Musical Score 



Viewing Assignment:
A Clockwork Orange or Amadeus






O Brother; Where Art Thou or A Mighty Wind

Unit Three Exam 

Unit 4.
Performance


Week Ten.
Acting




Becoming the Character




Types of Actors




The Star System




Casting




Viewing Assignment:
Casablanca or African Queen






Silence of the Lambs or A History of Violence

Week Eleven.
The Director




Concept of Style



Performance Elements




Visual Elements




Viewing Assignment:
Dr. Strangelove or A Clockwork Orange







Schindler’s List or Saving Private Ryan

Unit Four Exam

Unit 5.
Genre


Week Twelve:
Genre Films




Strengths of Genre Films




Basic Genres



Viewing Assignment:
The Wild Bunch or She Wore a Yellow Ribbon






The Usual Suspects or L. A. Confidential






Stars Wars or Blade Runner

Week Thirteen:
Remakes and Sequels




The Business of Sequels




Evaluating  Remakes and Sequels




Viewing Assignment:
Watch any two films in one of the following series:







Batman, Die Hard, Jaws, Lethal Weapon, Pirates of the 






Caribbean, Indiana Jones, Rocky, Spiderman, Superman

Week Fourteen:
Film and Society




Does Film Shape or Reflect Social and Cultural Values




Censorship in Film



The Rating System




Sex, Violence, Language




Social Problem Films




Viewing Assignment:
Pulp Fiction or Brokeback Mountain






A Time to Kill or Norma Rae 


Unit Five Exam

Week Fifth teen:
The Student as Consumer




The Student as Critic




Viewing Assignment:
Student Choice

Introduction to Film
Attendance Policy

Attendance is taken starting the first day of the semester, with the exception of students who enroll after classes have started.  Teachers have the right to count students as absent if they arrive late to class, leave class early, or go in and out of the classroom during class time.  Teachers have the right to lower a student's grade based on excessive absences

Attendance and Participation
Regular attendance is mandatory.  Classroom lectures, in-class activities and exercises designed to expand on the material covered in the text, you are expected to attend class and actively participate in class discussions and activities.  With regard to attendance, please note the following:

Unless you are very ill or there is an emergency in your immediate family, you are expected to attend each class, to be on time, and to remain in class until you are dismissed.


1.
An emergency is something beyond your control (death, personal/family medical 



situation, or traffic accident) that may be confirmed through written documentation from a 

doctor, hospital, funeral home, or officer of the court.


2.
An emergency does not include feeling sad, depressed, or under the weather.  

Roll will be taken at the beginning of each class period.


1.
You well be consider absent if you are not it class when roll is taken.


2.
If you are habitually (more than twice) late, you well be counted as absent.


3.
If you leave class early, you will be counted as absent.


4.
You are expected to stay in class -- unless I indicate otherwise -- for the entire class.


5.
Anyone who leaves class early -- without prior permission -- will be counted absent.


6.
We will rarely, if ever, get out of class early, so be prepared to stay all of the allotted class 

period.

Absences are not excused, so use your absences wisely.  If have a serious and compelling reason for absences beyond six (6) on MWF or four (4) on TR, you will need to talk to me.  I may suggest that you drop the class and take it when you can attend regularly.

If you miss a class period:


1.
You should be prepared to actively participate upon you return.  You should also make 


every effort to understand the material covered in class during you absence, as you will be 

responsible for it on exams and/or as part of your assignments.


2.
It is your responsibility to My Ozarka any handouts/assignments that might have been 


issued while you were out. 


3.
Please remember that some work, such as in class activities, quizzes, and participation 


points, cannot be made up.  If you miss class, you will miss points.

All assignments are due at the beginning of each class and should be should be submitted by their due dates. 

Classroom Policies

Professional behavior is required.  Punctual attendance and intelligent participation are expected.

Class Decorum
To ensure a beneficial and supportive learning environment, please observe the following:


1.
No whining allowed.  In other words, do not complain about assignments or any other 


course requirements --- Ozarka is a college.


2.
Act in a professional manner at all times.  Racism, sexism, crude or vulgar language, and 

harassing behavior of any type will not be tolerated and could result in your removal from 

the classroom.


3.
Avoid use of profanity, it will not be tolerated.


4.
Be respectful of your classmates, and do not talk while they are talking.  Each student is 


expected to take part in classroom discussions in a positive constructive manner.  


Students are encouraged to express their ideas in an adult professional manner.  Please 

remember to discuss ideas, not attack people.


5.
Do not carry on private conversations during lectures or class discussions.


6.
Turn off and put up (out of my sight) all electronic devices (pagers, cell phones, PDAs, 


walkmans, iPods, Blackberries,ect.) before coming to class.  Electronic communication of 

any sort (phone conversations, text messaging, etc,) will not be tolerated.


7.
Do not sleep in class or work on assignments from other courses.  Students who violate 


this rule well be asked to leave class and will be counted absent.


8.
Leaving the classroom while class is in process is unacceptable and should only happen 

in the case of extreme emergency.

9.
No children or visitors are allowed in class unless absolutely necessary and if 



arrangements have been made with me prior to class. (if abused, this policy may be 


changed.)


10.
Food and drink may be brought to class, but please not that you are responsible for any 


spills and for disposing of your containers.  (If abused, this policy may be changed.)
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