
     I want to wǕsh everyone a wellŕdeserved ChrǕstǔas
holǕday. ThǕs has been a tough year for us all and we are
hopeful for a ǔuch better 2021 and sprǕng seǔester. I
aǔ proud and grateful how each of you have supported
our ǔaǕntenance of safety protocols. That has taken
great understandǕng and patǕence at tǕǔes. We contǕnue
to provǕde qualǕty support and educatǕon to our
students, and I aǔ confǕdent we wǕll be able to do so
whǕle we awaǕt a safe vaccǕne and hopefully a cure to
CovǕd. 
     WhǕle endurǕng these challenges we have added new
prograǔs, advanced tech center plans and are fǕndǕng
new ways to celebrate student accoǔplǕshǔents. I
contǕnue to pray and take actǕons to ensure everyone’s
health and safety for the holǕdays and Ǖnto the new yearő
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    Ozarka College would lǕke to recognǕze an outstandǕng aluǔnuső
Ashley Walker, Nurse PractǕtǕoner for Baxter RegǕonal Health Systeǔs
Hoǔetown ClǕnǕc at Melbourne has been selected for thǕs edǕtǕon's
AluǔnǕ SpotlǕght. Ashley Ǖs a natǕve of the Izard County area who says
her greatest professǕonal accoǔplǕshǔent Ǖs becoǔǕng a FaǔǕly Nurse
PractǕtǕoner and beǕng able to provǕde care to her own coǔǔunǕty.
     When asked about her career path, Ashley saǕd, “I started the LPN
prograǔ at Ozarka College Ǖn 199ŏ straǕght out of hǕgh school. ChoosǕng
Ozarka College because Ǖt was close to hoǔe, offered the degree I
wanted, and theǕr RN nursǕng prograǔ was taǕlored for workǕng nurses. I
graduated Ǖn Deceǔber 1999 and went to work as a LPN.  I worked for 13
years prǕor to goǕng back to pursue ǔy AssocǕates degree. My experǕence
Ǖncluded: long terǔ care, acute careřhospǕtalŚ, physǕcǕan's offǕce, travel
nursǕng, and pharǔacy. I was accepted Ǖnto the ARNEC prograǔ at
Ozarka and graduated Ǖn 2013. It was durǕng the ARNEC prograǔ that I
realǕzed ǔy dreaǔ of becoǔǕng a nurse practǕtǕoner. I coǔpleted ǔy
preŕrequǕsǕtes at Ozarka for the BSN prograǔ through UAMS. Once I
graduated wǕth ǔy BSN I had a decǕsǕon to ǔake. I was accepted Ǖnto 2
MSN prograǔs, oneŕpart tǕǔe and one full tǕǔe. I chose to go full tǕǔe
whǕle stǕll tryǕng to work as a nurse. It was defǕnǕtely tryǕng at tǕǔes, but
worth every ǔǕnute. I fǕnǕshed ǔy Master's Degree Ǖn two years and
passed ǔy certǕfǕcatǕon test. I have been workǕng as a nurse for 20 years
and as a FaǔǕly Nurse PractǕtǕoner for three years. It has been a long
road, but rewardǕng. I can't see ǔyself doǕng anythǕng else. NursǕng Ǖs
defǕnǕtely a work of heart; I love what I do."
     Ashley's advǕce to those pursuǕng a career Ǖn nursǕng Ǖs: "Don't gǕve up
on your dreaǔs and Ǖt Ǖs never too late to further your educatǕon. When
you work Ǖn the nursǕng fǕeld you are a lǕfelong student. NursǕng
practǕces change as evǕdence based research and ǕnforǔatǕon becoǔes
avaǕlable. ThǕs ensures that we, as nurses, provǕde the hǕghest qualǕty of
care and the best patǕent outcoǔes."

    Ashley Walker experǕenced ǔany
Ǖnfluences at Ozarka. “I had so ǔany
posǕtǕve Ǖnfluences durǕng ǔy tǕǔe at
Ozarka. All of ǔy Ǖnstructors were
carǕng and patǕent. When I started the
LPN prograǔ Ǖn 199ŏ, I was young,
shy, naǕve, and dǕdn't even know how
to take a blood pressure. However, ǔy
Ǖnstructors were coǔpassǕonate and
encouraged ǔe to grow not only Ǖn ǔy
skǕlls but also as a person. My best
college ǔeǔory Ǖs gatherǕng wǕth ǔy
classǔates Ǖn the lounge of the John E
MǕller buǕldǕng prǕor to class. Whether
Ǖt was just catchǕng up or studyǕng for
our weekly exaǔs.” 
      When asked what advǕce she had
for current students who want to ǔake
the ǔost out of theǕr experǕence at
Ozarka her answer was ǕǔǔedǕate,
“Use your resources and don't be afraǕd
to ask questǕons. Not only are the
Ǖnstructors great resources, but also use
TRIO, Career Pathways, the Student
Success Center, LǕbrary, and FǕnancǕal
AǕd ServǕces. Everyone that I
encountered was helpful and always
wǕllǕng to answer ǔy questǕons.” 

If you ǘre deterǖǗned ǘnd work
hǘrd@ you cǘn ǘchǗeve your goǘls?

  Ashley reflected on how her
educatǕon at Ozarka has prepared her
for workǕng Ǖn the frontlǕnes of
healthcare. “My love of nursǕng was
dǕscovered durǕng ǔy fǕrst enrollǔent
at Ozarka Ǖn the LPN prograǔ. I felt
confǕdent Ǖn ǔy skǕlls as a workǕng
nurse upon coǔpletǕon of the LPN and
RN prograǔ at Ozarka college. I was
also gǕven the opportunǕty to contǕnue
ǔy educatǕon when OzarkaŮARNEC
was chosen to partǕcǕpate Ǖn a pǕlot
prograǔ wǕth UAMS that allowed a
few chosen students to pursue a nonŕ
tradǕtǕonal BSN degree. That
opportunǕty Ǖs what allowed ǔe to
further ǔy educatǕon to becoǔe a
nurse practǕtǕoner. If you are
deterǔǕned and work hard, you can
achǕeve your goals.”
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     On Septeǔber 26, the annual Ozarka College Golf
Tournaǔent was held at Cooper’s Hawk Golf Course Ǖn
Melbourne. The day turned out to be a beautǕful fall day
and the tournaǔent turned out to be the ǔost successful
Ǖn Ǖts hǕstory. Ozarka College has long upheld the
reputatǕon for hostǕng the best tournaǔent of the year
and thǕs year dǕd not dǕsappoǕnt.
     The success of the tournaǔent can be attrǕbuted to
the hard work of the FoundatǕon Board ǔeǔbers as well
as the generous support froǔ both ǕndǕvǕduals and
busǕnesses alǕke. Major sponsors Ǖncluded FNBC, FǕrst
CoǔǔunǕty Bank, CentennǕal Bank, Bank of Cave CǕty,
SǕlǕca Transport, Inc., BancorpSouth, Ink Spot GraphǕcs,
Jordan’s KwǕk Stop and Evolve Bank ż Trust. AddǕtǕonal
busǕnesses partǕcǕpated as hole sponsors and twentyŕnǕne
teaǔs vǕed for braggǕng rǕghts. The wǕnnǕng teaǔ was
sponsored by Izard County Propane and teaǔ ǔeǔbers
Ǖncluded JustǕn Burns, Jereǔy Burns, Rusty Caǔpbell
and longŕdrǕver AǕden Caǔpbell.

HOLEŔINŔONE
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     To add to the excǕteǔent of the
tournaǔent, Freedoǔ Ford
sponsored a holeŕǕnŕone prǕze
contest. Although no one won the
new car offered for a holeŕǕnŕone
on hole nuǔber Ŏ, DennǕs
ThǕeleǔǕer connected wǕth a holeŕ
Ǖnŕone on the back of the course
on hole nuǔber 12 that resulted Ǖn
a new set of golf clubs. He also
cashed Ǖn for Ŷ100 prǕze
sponsored by Evolve Bank ż Trust
for hǕttǕng the shot closest to the
hole; and on top of that, our very
own Susan ThǕeleǔǕer collected
Ŷ100 for closest to the hole on
hole nuǔber 12 as well.
     The golf tournaǔent proves to
be a very Ǖǔportant fundraǕser for
the College and we look forward
to next year’s tournaǔent and new
records
to be sető

ŨPhoto CaptǕon: DennǕs ThǕeleǔǕer, 
WǕnner of the HoleŕǕnŕOne 

ŨPhoto CaptǕon: Cooper's Hawk Golf Course



       New sǕgnage was recently Ǖnstalled on the
TechnǕcal Center Ǖn Ash Flat. EarlǕer thǕs fall, FNBC
announced Ǖt would honor the Carpenter faǔǕly wǕth
the naǔǕng of the facǕlǕty; therefore, the sǕgnage
reflects thǕs sǕgnǕfǕcant donatǕon. 
               The Carpenter faǔǕly naǔe Ǖs a faǔǕlǕar naǔe
to the Sharp County area. The faǔǕly has long
supported the coǔǔunǕty and contrǕbuted
sǕgnǕfǕcantly to educatǕon, both Kŕ12 and hǕgher
educatǕon for ǔany years. The offǕcǕal sǕgnage for the
naǔǕng was added Ǖn Noveǔber.
        AccordǕng to PresǕdent ż CEO Marty Sellars,
“Boyd and MartǕn Carpenter have always shared a
passǕon and drǕve to see Sharp County reach Ǖts fullest
potentǕal. FNBC Ǖs proud to naǔe the TechnǕcal Center
at Ozarka College Ǖn theǕr honor”

        Over the years, FNBC has
been Ǖnstruǔental Ǖn provǕdǕng
scholarshǕp support, sponsorǕng
annual fundraǕsǕng events, and
supportǕng past caǔpaǕgns Ǖn
bǕg ways, ǕncludǕng Ŷ50,000
gǕfts to each the purchase of the
land to buǕld the Ash Flat
caǔpus and to the Student
ServǕces Center at the
Melbourne caǔpus.
    We could not be ǔore
excǕted to partner wǕth FNBC
on such a transforǔatǕonal
project as thǕs new technǕcal
center,” saǕd Dr. RǕchard Dawe,
Ozarka PresǕdent. “The Ǖǔpact
the Carpenter faǔǕly has had
on Sharp County Ǖs
Ǖǔǔeasurable and the naǔǕng
of the Center wǕll proudly
honor the Carpenter faǔǕly for
decades to follow.”
    Hopefully, Ǖn the near.
future, the buǕldǕng wǕll be
avaǕlable for tours, at whǕch
tǕǔe we ǕnvǕte you to stop Ǖn
and adǔǕre the renovatǕon
project coǔplǕǔents of the
fantastǕc Ozarka College
MaǕntenance Teaǔ. In the
ǔeantǕǔe, when Ǖn the area,
look for the Carpenter
TechnǕcal Center letterǕng on
the sǕde of the buǕldǕng Ŗ you
can’t ǔǕss Ǖtő
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     ScholarshǕps change lǕves. We are all faǔǕlǕar wǕth the
fact that a scholarshǕp can oftentǕǔes allow an Ozarka
College student to contǕnue Ǖn a prograǔ or perhaps
provǕde a strong fǕnǕsh to a degree, but a scholarshǕp Ǖs also
deeply rewardǕng to a donor or a loved one ǔeǔorǕalǕzed
by an endowǔent.
  The fǕrst ever JǕǔǔǕe MǕchelle CrǕder MeǔorǕal
ScholarshǕp was awarded to preŕnursǕng student StephanǕe
EllǕs thǕs fall. FrǕends and faǔǕly of JǕǔǔǕe MǕchelle, as well
as coŕworkers of Ozarka’s BonnǕe CrǕder, pulled together to
create and coǔplete an endowed scholarshǕp whǕch wǕll be
awarded each seǔester to a deservǕng Ozarka College
student.

      When asked what kǕnd of
Ǖǔpact the scholarshǕp has
on JǕǔǔǕe MǕchelle’s faǔǕly,
her sǕster, ChrǕstǕe Massey
saǕd, “ThǕs scholarshǕp Ǖs
Ǖǔportant to us because even
though she Ǖs gone froǔ us
here on Earth, she Ǖs not
forgotten. When she was
called hoǔe, Ǖt left a hole Ǖn
our hearts that cannot be
ǔended, but we know she Ǖs
Ǖn a better place,
as she Ǖs walkǕng wǕth her
SavǕor on streets of gold. And
we belǕeve that Ǖf everyone Ǖn
the world could know
soǔeone lǕke her, the world
would be a better place
because she radǕated true,
genuǕne love. And we all
could use ǔore love lǕke
that.”

    JǕǔǔǕe MǕchelle CrǕder
was dǕagnosed wǕth
hepatocellular carcǕnoǔa at
the age of fǕfteen and
succuǔbed to the cancer
battle after fourteen ǔonths.
AccordǕng to BonnǕe, “She
was funny, sassy, vǕvacǕous,
and full of spunk. She never
ǔet a stranger. She had a
heart as bǕg as Texas, and a
sǔǕle that could lǕght up a
rooǔ. To know her was to
love her.”

.o know her
wǘs to love her?
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Photo CaptǕon: ŨChrǕstǕ Massey, JǕǔǔǕe MǕchelle CrǕder
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     KarǕsa Phelps Ǖs currently workǕng towards her
AssocǕate of ScǕence Ǖn EducatǕon degree at Ozarka
College. She has a heart for younger students and
wants to pursue a degree Ǖn eleǔentary educatǕon.
Eventually, she would lǕke to work on a Master’s
Degree Ǖn SpecǕal EducatǕon.
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     Santa wǕll be ǔakǕng hǕs way to
Ozarka College ŕ Melbourne on
FrǕday, Deceǔber 11 froǔ 5:00 p.ǔ.
to Ŏ:00 p.ǔ. and Ozarka College’s
Carpenter TechnǕcal Center on
Saturday, Deceǔber 12 froǔ 5:00
p.ǔ. to Ŏ:00 p.ǔ. for thǕs year’s
HolǕday DrǕveŕThru ChrǕstǔas Dashő 
     Attendees can drǕve through the
parkǕng lot at the lǕsted locatǕons.
You ǔay drop your letter to Santa Ǖn
the specǕal North Pole ǔaǕlbox and
receǕve a gǕft whǕle supplǕes lastő
     ThǕs event Ǖs free to attend and
wǕll take place raǕn or shǕne.
However, Ǖt wǕll be canceled Ǖn the
case of Ǖncleǔent weather. For ǔore
ǕnforǔatǕon, please contact Suellen
DavǕdson, Ozarka College DǕrector
of Developǔent, at ŏŎ0.36ŏ.2059 or
eǔaǕl:  sdavǕdsonŻozarka.edu.

KǘrǗsǘ *helps@ A- EducǘtǗon 
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  KarǕsa Ǖs hardŕworkǕng and
conscǕentǕous Ǖn all of her assǕgnǔents
Ǖn her educatǕon courses. She always
goes the extra ǔǕle and works on her
assǕgnǔents as Ǖf she was preparǕng for
her own classrooǔ. As a student,
KarǕsa has had several ǕnfluentǕal
teachers and that Ǖs one reason why
she chose the fǕeld of educatǕon herself
because she wants to create a lastǕng
Ǖǔpact on her future students’ lǕves as
well. Her Ǖnstructor, MaggǕe Caǔpbell,
saǕd "I have no doubt that she wǕll
shǕne as a classrooǔ teacher and be a
lǕght for her students."
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